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The sector of exhibition design over the last 10 years has acquired remarkable 
importance. New bigger spaces and a new imagine have made these exhibitions into 
real cultural trends. 
The fairs can be located in various types of places: on the road-side, in squares, in 
temporary tent structures, in disused industrial areas, and inside permanent 
structures built specifically for fairs. 
Our analysis is focalised on exhibitions which take place in the latter place stated 
above; special attention has been given to the expositive area situated inside the 
pavilions which hold the exhibitions. The exhibition centre is basically a big empty 
permanent structure whereas the internal spaces which make up the exhibition are 
only temporary. In every exhibition the pavilions are sub-divided into lots which 
represent the spaces where the stands will be set up. 
The setting up of the stands must, in the brief length of the exhibition, activate and 
satisfy, all the needs requested by the exhibiting firm. The stands must be the means 
to through which the firms become known to the public, creating publicity and a 
positive imagine of the firm. It’s very important that the firm in question informs the 
designer of any practical prior requirements, such as the available budget, the size of 
the lot and the products to be displayed.  
These above points represent the basis on which the exhibitor can choose the type 
of exhibition design: made to measure or shell scheme? 
 

 
Made to measure stand 

 
In a made to measure stand the exhibitor stands out, using structures designed 
specifically for the event. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Shell scheme stand 

 
In a shell scheme stand all the exhibitors have the same possibilities. All the 
structures of the stands are the same and it’s the firm with its products which makes 
the stand different to the others. 
 
 
 
Our thesis is focalised on this distinction, what are the reasons why an exhibitor 
makes one choice rather than another, what are the differences among the types of 
exhibition design, the technical structure and the tools at the designers disposition. 
 
 
Visiting some fairs (carried out in Italy in 2002) different among them in places, size 
and products, it was useful to analise the stands, to verify our studies. 
 
 
Our thesis reveals the lack of research written on exhibition systems. Consequently 
in the second part of our thesis we have made a catalogue of some Italian and 
foreign products, to give the designer a quicker over-all view of the characteristics of 
each product.  



For each system we have analised the following: the use, the basic elements of the 
system, the fixture to the ground, the material, the accessories, the cable ducts, the 
lighting, the sound-proofing, the flexibility of the system. 
 

 
An example of the file of the “zerone” system produced by Quattrocchio Srl of 
Alessandria. 
 
We think that this analysis could be very useful for those like us who are new to the 
exhibition design sector. For this we have made a multimedia cd-rom on which the 
analysis and our comments have been inserted, with the intention of creating a tool 
useful to designers who have to project stands. 
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