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Antinous Obelisk 
(Obelisco del Pincio)

The obelisk, created in the 2nd century by Emperor Hadrian in honor of his beloved Antinous, was initially intended to decorate a monument in Rome. Found within the sanctuary of Apollo 
at Delphi, it highlights the widespread cult of Antinous, which persisted until the rise of Christianity. In the 3rd century, Emperor Elagabalus had it placed in the Circus Varianus. Discovered 
broken in 1589 near Porta Maggiore, it was later moved to Palazzo Barberini’s garden in 1633, transferred to the Vatican by Pope Clement XIV, and finally re-erected in the Gardens of the 

Pincio in 1822 by order of Pope Pius VII.

Antinoian Column 
(Colonna Antinoina)

This monolith, created as a sculptural element of the project, takes inspiration from the Trajan Column, subtracting from it and re-adapting the Doric order. However, the ephemeral nature 
of the element generates an imposing scenic value that can remain on-site temporarily. It is constituted as an ephemeral element that, in contrast to theAntinous Obelisk, seeks to reinfor-

ce the narration of the myth of Antinous through a contemporary element.

Trajan Column

The column has the height of one hundred Roman feet, rising further with its pe-
destal and statue included. It features a modified Doric order, evident in the flutes 
beneath the helical frieze, the capital adorned with molding, and a crown-shaped 

base on plinths. Constructed from eighteen colossal blocks of Carrara marble, 
each block is substantial in size and weight, forming the shaft, base, capital, and 

abacus. Originally, it was topped with a bronze statue of Trajan.

From Egypt to Villa Adriana

The architecture of the Villa prominently features Egyptian-inspired elements, reflecting the exotic trend in Roman decorative arts that 

surged after the Battle of Actium (30 B.C.). Over the centuries, beginning in the 16th century, many discoveries related to the Nile Valley 

were made, although most were local reworkings of pharaonic themes. Statues of deities like Isis, Serapis, priests, sphinxes, and cro-

codiles illustrate the Roman religion’s openness to foreign cults.

The Canopus and Serapeum area is commonly associated with Egypt due to past misinterpretations. Architect Pirro Ligorio, who ex-

cavated the site in the 16th century, named the long basin after a canal linking Canopus and Alexandria. However, the presence of a 

crocodile, an Isis statue, and a personification of the Nile isn’t sufficient to support this hypothesis. This structure was built before 130 

A.D., and the grotto at the end was labeled as the Temple of Serapis in the 1950s due to the discovery of granite statues of Antinous, 

now housed in the Vatican Museums.

These statues actually belong to the Antinoeion, a tomb-temple built to celebrate Antinous-Osiris and possibly house his mummified 

remains. Discovered in 2002, this structure mimics the layout of Serapeums and possibly housed the “Barberini Obelisk,” now in Pincio, 

which features hieroglyphs outlining the cult of Antinous. The Antinoeion was adorned with valuable marbles and various Egyptian or 

Egyptianizing artifacts, including deity statues, a Hathoric capital, a throne and sema-tawy relief, a sphinx, a solar disk uraeus, and an 

original fragment of a statue of Ramses II.

The Sculpture Collection

The Villa incorporates influences from various architectural orders, such as  Greek 
and some Egyptian. Hadrian drew inspiration from renowned ancient monuments, 

avoiding direct replication but adopting motifs like the caryatids from the Erech-
theion on the Acropolis of Athens, granite obelisks, and Egyptian statues discovered 

at the Antinoeion. Among these statues are depictions of Bes, the Egyptian dwarf 
and fertility god.

21 3 4 5 76 8

Antinous (head), Pantanello Antinous (head), PantanelloAntinous-Osiris (head)Antinous (head), Temple of Venus 

Antinous-Osiris

Hadrian (head), Pantanello
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The Collection

The “Egyptomania” collection by Dior

launched in spring 2004, is inspired by Egyptian culture. It features dresses 
and accessories with clean, geometric lines adorned with motifs reminis-
cent of ancient Egyptian hieroglyphs and symbols. The designs include tu-
nics and long skirts in lightweight fabrics with gradients, evoking the attire of 
Egyptian deities. Accessories such as masks, handbags, and sandals are 
decorated with Egyptian themes and details in golden metal, reflecting the 
aesthetic of ancient Egyptian everyday objects. The collection has been 
acclaimed in fashion for its innovation in blending historical artistic tradition 
with contemporary trends, while also contributing to the appreciation and 

celebration of Egyptian culture in the global fashion context. 

Christian Dior’s spring/summer 2004 haute couture collection, designed by 
John Galliano, drew inspiration from ancient Egypt. Galliano transformed 
ancient cultural references into a spectacular display of luxury and extra-
vagance. His creative journey began with an aerial exploration of Cairo and 
Luxor, which sparked a fusion of influences from ancient Egyptian art, in-
cluding the dramatic poses of ancient figurines, and blended them with the 
glamour of 1950s fashion photography by Richard Avedon and Irving Penn.

Dior’s Relationship with Egypt: Merging Fashion 
with Historical and Cultural Heritage

Dior’s fashion shows are meticulously planned to reflect and respect the his-
torical and cultural contexts of their locations. This strategy not only enhan-
ces the visual and thematic richness of the shows but also demonstrates 
a profound appreciation for global heritage, bridging the gap between past 
and present.

Dior has made significant efforts to intertwine its fashion shows with histo-
rical and cultural contexts of the locations where they are held.The most re-
cent example is their fashion show at the Great Pyramids of Giza in Egypt in 
December 2022. This event marked Dior’s first show in Egypt and was a part 
of their men’s collection for fall-winter 2023. The choice of this ancient site 
was intended to highlight the blend of modern fashion with ancient heritage, 

creating a dramatic and unforgettable backdrop that drew global attention.​ 
 
The relationship between Dior and Egypt is emblematic of Dior’s broader 
strategy to create unique, contextually rich fashion shows that pay ho-
mage to the heritage and history of the chosen locations. This approach 
not only elevates the aesthetic appeal of the shows but also genera-
tes a deeper connection with the audience, highlighting the cultural 
and historical significance of the sites. By holding their show at the Giza 
pyramids, Dior not only showcased their latest collection but also cele-
brated Egypt’s rich history and its influence on contemporary design​​. 
 
For instance, in 2019, Dior held its pre-fall 2019 show at the Great Wall of 
China, another iconic historical site. This show emphasized themes of tra-
vel and cultural exchange, drawing inspiration from China’s rich history and 
blending it with modern fashion elements​.
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Number of looks in the show: 24
Model output time intervals: 30s

Front row length: 276m
Total duration of the runway show: 12 min

Runway show capacity: 340 people

Fashion Event timeline

21h Fashion show at the pasarella 21h 30min Dinner at the pavilion 22h 30min After Party at the Antionoeion

The Fashion Show
 (night time)

Fashion Show
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