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Chapter 1

Introduction

In the following investigation the inequality problem will be analyzed specifically the different

factors that can improve or worsen inequality indexes. Especially the condition that will be

analyzed in more detail is the influence of crisis periods in income inequality. The scope of this

thesis will be primarily focused on Colombian society. However additional investigation that

includes other countries will be done as well, particularly to prove the significance of the results

of the performed experiments when applied to different societies and contexts.

A theoretical analysis will be done to identify the main factors that affect inequality. In the

next pages the situation of different countries will be analyzed and compared in order to better

understand the behavior of this variable. Also statistical model will be created in order to verify

the hypothesis made with theoretical bases. The model will be performed to Colombian situation

at first and then it will be translated to a set of other countries in the world to verify the results

of the study.

Inequality is one of the most evident repercussions of unsuccessful or evolving economic

systems. Particularly in developing countries the inequality most common measures sign the

problematic with the higher levels around the world ‚Äì With exception of some successful systems

that deal with this inconvenient- In the particular case of Colombian society the problem needs

to be addressed ‚Äì been one of the most unequal countries of its region- However, the main goal

of this thesis is study the relationship and possible correlation between increase of inequality in

crisis periods of the economic cycle.

Particularly analyzing the Colombian society situation supported by the collected official data

of that republic and also taking into account the effect that a period of time defined characteristics

have had in other countries’ economies. This work will follow a logical sequence to analyze the

problem. Starting from the basics and going through the more complex parts of the problem.

1



CHAPTER 1. INTRODUCTION

This study intends to show an overview of the Republic of Colombia in different fields working

as a diagnostic, studying the consequences that an economic crisis period can bring -stressing the

fact that a crisis period is very likely to worsen the inequality problem- and exalting economic

potential and strengths, such as, its geographical position, the increase in the number of people

being educated and better disposition on the part of the government to achieve peace, with which

it is hoped to improve internal conditions of the country and therefore improve the economic

conditions of its inhabitants.

Under this standpoint this work is intended to make a reference on how this problematic

could be attacked in a -vulnerable situation (crisis) - for different subgroups present in any

society, such as, race minorities, low qualified workers, women, rural populations, among others.

Highlighting its weaknesses and great existing opportunity differences in this nation. This is

intended to be achieved through initiatives that will allow recovering the countryside, improving

the situation in different forgotten economic sectors and working on the disparity that some

groups suffer. Making emphasis in education and government investment for developing sectors.

2



Chapter 2

Inequality

2.1 The concept

To start we have to define the concept in order to make a precise investigation with well-defined

boundaries. In the first place we understand an inequality as a miss distribution of any given

resource in a determined group of individuals, in other words a specific population. This resource

can be any given good or even service according to the necessities of the group.

In economic terms this measurement is done to a set of individuals that belong to a state or

government; or even more selected groups when we talk about a region of a country or even a city.

We also have to take into consideration that there will always be differences in the amount of

a given resource or service that a person has. The important thing is determine whether these

differences are normal or not. Consequently it is necessary to clarify which criteria are used to

conclude if there are normal differences or not.

FIGURE 2.1. Bottom 50 percent income shares across the world, 1980- 2016. Figure
reproduced from [18]

3



CHAPTER 2. INEQUALITY

In the case of this work we will prioritize on income inequality also known as income disparity.

We will analyze the different perspectives that governments had taken in time in order to

compare the results of the programs and make valid conclusions that could lead to a progress in

a given country or state by replicating the whole or a part of a program in the one that is been

implemented at the moment.

2.2 Income

In the other hand we have to define what exactly income is. In the first place we have to take

into account cash and non-cash components as a part of a whole. So we can define it as any

remuneration received by a person in return of a performed activity, this includes salary and all

other sources of remuneration like businesses and return of investments. Regarding this subject

there are many ways in which income can be accounted. For instance it can be presented as the

sum of all the income perceived by each member of a family or the income received by a specific

individual and its comparison with other individuals.

The main objective of this work is to make an analysis about the situation that is occurring

in Colombia with respect to the income inequality. Taking into account past history, as well as

the progress that has been done by the government and the current situation of its citizens and

general economy.

Income disparity is a big problem in modern societies. Even the most developed countries

in the world have big differences in the income perceived of its citizens, obviously this can be

considered as a normal situation since each individual contributes in a different proportion to

society and consequently the incentives given back from society in the form of money or any of its

equivalents is higher or lower.

This is a pretty valid argument and is the base of the current economic system however this

discussion has place only if each and every one of the individuals of a society have a minimum

amount of commodities and social services that allows to live a comfortable life with at least the

minimum necessary and this is not the case especially in underdeveloped countries where the

percentage of people considered poor is way higher than it should be.

2.3 Perfect equality, A reasonable goal?

The purpose of this thesis is not to argue that perfect equality should be the objective of any

economy since it is well known that inequalities are good economically speaking. By promoting

individual to improve and try to be better in a given activity, society is pushed forward by the

development that is generated competing. And clearly the motivation behind all this is the

4



2.3. PERFECT EQUALITY, A REASONABLE GOAL?

incentives associated.

This can be exemplified by the economic models implemented in countries such as Venezuela

and Cuba. The final goal of those economic systems was absolute equality. The problem is that by

implementing these systems people slowly begin to reduce its efforts since they are no incentives

for doing it. The other problem with such economic models is that reaching a state of perfect

economic equality does not necessarily mean wellbeing for the whole population. Equality can be

reached and might be that all individuals of the society life in poor economic conditions.

Substitution towards skilled labor within industries occurred in all ten developed countries

that we studied in the 1970-90 period, despite constant or increasing relative wages of skilled

labor [4].

Taking into account the arguments exposed previously communism and equality as a final

goal can lead to bad results. However when speaking of underdeveloped countries with high

poverty percentages the strategies implemented by governments should be radically different

from those of developed countries in Europe or North America.

For these specific countries that are in a situation of underdevelopment reducing poverty

levels and increasing employment rates should be a priority. In this situation is valid to talk

about a government intervention and a redistribution of wealth. It is a situation in which people

that is born in a bad economic situation has very low chances of escaping from that poverty.

Education must be a priority in government‘s plans and not only accessibility to education but

also quality and support.

If we have a society in which the majority of people have a good purchasing power and the

necessary mediums to contribute to society it is very likely that economy will grow and labor

force of the country can be multiplied and in advantage with other countries if the education

levels are higher and members of the same are highly qualified.

Also it is valid to discuss whether a liberal view has more benefits than a Keynesian one.

Taking into account the conditions previously explained a liberal view could not be very efficient.

In conditions of high percentages of poverty the state should interfere and coordinate closely the

distribution of wealth.

The perfect example in this regard is Singapore. It is the exemplification of a liberal economy

the results in terms of GDP growth had been amazing however by reducing taxes and letting

economy going by itself the most unfortunate individuals are those that do not have a good

economic situation. People that have money make more money and those who are poor conditions

5



CHAPTER 2. INEQUALITY

become poorer.

Liberal economy definitely works but a research should be done to study if a bigger interven-

tion of government could help reduce the gap. In the last decades the economic gap between rich

and poor has become bigger but it seems like this is not a priority for the government since a lot

of people is visiting that country to make investments and bring money. The problem is that the

other part of the population must also be taken into account and have the exact same rights that

any other person has. It is not very logical to think that under the same government there are

many persons that can be considered millionaires worldwide and people that cannot bring bread

to the table. These kinds of minorities are those that should be protected by governments to try

to guarantee well being for everyone.

Since most of these problems are not fixed as fast as we would like to, some members of the

group will try to find immediate solutions. One very obvious consequence is migration to other

countries where situation could be much better and even the power of a foreigner currency can be

significantly stronger than domestic one. The majority of the people that is forced to migrate are

people with low education levels and high economic necessities but there is also a small part of

individuals that are well prepared and can find better professional opportunities abroad. Causing

well prepared individuals to be wasted.

Underdeveloped countries have a great potential to improve their GDP and wealth since

there are a lot of fields that can be improved. In the one hand the labor force of the country has

not reach its full potential since a big part of the population is not well prepared in terms of

education and formation. Meaning there is a lot of room for growing.

On the other hand in many Latin-American countries economy is based in the exploitation of

natural resources such as natural gas or petroleum and also mining of carbon or others. However

for the construction of a prosper economic program is not necessary to count on natural resources.

If a country base its economy purely on the exploitation of mineral resources or other resources

there is a risk on depending exclusively from this capacity. In this aspect there is also a lot of

room for growing for economy not to depend exclusively from exploitation of natural resources

and rely in the capacities and the production made by its own members.

Now it would be interesting to see what happens in a situation of economic crisis. What

happens as a result in terms of economic inequality? Does the gap between rich and poor becomes

closer or does it gets wider? This is the most significant question to be answered as a result of

this work.

6



2.4. INEQUALITY IN MINORITY GROUPS

When we think of a healthy economy and we analyze equality condition, most of the time

inequality indicators a very low. Casually or maybe not the most powerful economies in the

world does not have a problem regarding distribution. This validates our previous reasoning that

equality is a consequence and is not a main goal.

2.4 Inequality in minority groups

Taking another posture or seeing the problem from a different perspective inequality can lead to

social problems. Often times minorities of a particular society are not provided with the same

economic resources for different circumstances that are completely valid and even sometimes

fare. However this creates a problem, in the sense that, members of the minority are perceived as

poor and as a consequence this increases the invisible separation that exist between the groups.

Spatial and social segregation is negatively associated with upward income mobility [1].

In this sense this particular problem happens in societies that are well developed economically

and for this reason they receive a significant amount of immigrants or have done it in the past

and the next generations have to deal with the same problem. It is true that economic situation of

immigrants gets better with time. Being the first generation coming to the foreigner country the

one that suffers the problematic the most. And the following generations mitigate this problem

with the resources received by its parents and the opportunities that they have learning the

language perfectly and having the same benefits as a normal citizen.

In the same line of thinking immigrating people can easily be treated that way as well.

Nevertheless, governments can reply saying that this people are not government’s responsibility

which can also be valid but increases the gap and the problem.

However economic situation such as changes in industrial structure, increased foreign trade,

increased immigration, skill-based technical changes, and the decline in institutions that limit

the market reduces economic inequality.[8].

2.5 Corruption and inequality

Other societies that are not so well developed economically such as African societies have to

focus its efforts to fight corruption since the majority of African countries have a high corruption

indexes when comparing them with the rest of the world. In the next chapters real data will be

shown regarding this argument to study different states of Africa and the world.

So primarily there are a few factors that determine the level of inequality in a given society

been the most important ones unemployment rates and corruption. Corruption on the one hand
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can be described as the action taken by a particular individual that guarantees his well being

and his close circle, without carrying for the well being of other individuals in society. Without

caring of other peoples necessities and struggles.

However this behavior is slowing down the progress of the group that ultimately will be

reflected in a better situation not only for other but even one self, knowing that if the economy

get better for a state it will have a benefit for all of the members of society. Corruption is a

common problematic that presents even in the most developed economies of the world. There is

not one state in the whole world that can claim to be a fully corruption free administration but

the more underdeveloped in economic terms a country is, the more negative impact is taken for

the population and jet the highest corruption rates are presented in places where economy could

be significantly different than it is.

A state with a well formed economy and structure that experience a vulnerable action from a

member of it will have the necessary tools to mitigate this damage coming from corruption. In

the other hand when a country is not as well developed as it should does not have a very efficient

way to mitigate damage, moreover resources are much more valuable in this kind of states. So

we have a pretty interesting paradox where for underdeveloped countries the damage suffered

from corruption is considerably high nevertheless is in this countries where corruption rate are

significantly higher.

Another factor that have to be taken into consideration when talking about inequality is

unemployment. Despite of been tow totally different concept they are still related in certain ways.

Maybe it might be the case in which there exists a state of full employment that is still very

diverse in terms of equality. Let us imagine that a government in some part of the planet has

reached a very unlikely goal.

They successfully arrived to a situation of full employment however as it is expected no every

person in this group counts with the same amount of resources than the others in fact there are

pretty obvious differences but even if those differences are there, every person counts with a

minimum amount of resources that ensures their survival. In this sense it is also related with

poverty but the inequity indexes of a society with these characteristics must decrease. And at

the same time it is a fair society that reward people in base of their work as well as guarantee

minimum needed conditions for a dignified life.
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2.6 Race and Gender income inequality

Another factor that must be taken into consideration when speaking of income inequality is

the differences that exist between males and females. It is a valid comparison since in many

companies women are significantly less paid than man in the same positions. In recent years the

gap between women and men has been reduced however there are many companies in which this

problem is still relevant. Furthermore there are countries in which this situation is generalized

to the point that almost every company has the same problem. Precise information regarding

this subject will be shown in the next chapters of this thesis.

When speaking of this regard there are split opinions since it could be argued that man are

more prepared than women or have better abilities for certain jobs. This opinion could be valid

up to some point but it is certainly not valid in a situation where a man is getting paid better

than a woman for doing the same job. However situation has changed a lot in last decades.

Married women’s labor force participation rates, hours, and wages increased substantially in

almost all countries during the 1980s. The positive correlation between husbands and wives

earnings also in- creased moderately, thus tending to increase income inequality. [8].

Another point that we should take into account is the disparity that exist in the income of

people that belong to different races. This is also a very sensible subject but is a problem that

should be also considered. On the one hand the differences in education of people of different

races is significant. Under this point of view it is fair that income of the the two or more groups

is justified according to the logic that we have been exposing in the development of this thesis.

Since people that make significant efforts will get significant rewards. On the other hand people

can argue that this differences in education are directly related to this inequity problem.

Interracial inequality did fall throughout the eighties and nineties, but inequality within race

groups increased . [1].

Under the other point of view people belonging to the referred group may say that the differ-

ences in education are a direct consequence of inequity. Clearly in this case the action to be taken

is offer the same opportunities in education for every person in society. However this option is not

possible in a country where prices of education are high. In this sense to ensure a society where

opportunities are the same for everyone, education is a very important point. If a society cannot

ensure that opportunities in education are equal the results would be that the returns would not

be equal.

To make a practical example we could think of two trees that are feed in different ways. On

the one hand we have a tree that is growing with all the resources that it need to grow. On the
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other hand we have a tree that does not count with the same opportunities and is growing on only

some percentage of the resources that it needs. After both trees have finished their growing period

it is not possible to expect that both of them reach the same goals. In the same way we expect that

people with reduce possibilities reach their full potential. One of the biggest problems related to in-

equity is education is a problematic that needs to be addressed as soon as possible in every society.

It is clear that in some cases the comparison between groups of different races does not have

any sense since the differences existing between the two of them could be perceived as normal

differences that are commonly presented in any society. Because as we have expressed in the past

income differences are normal and even necessary for a healthy economy. Some of the biggest

economies nowadays present very pronounced differences giving opportunities to its citizens and

growing at a slow but constant rate.

Continuing with the same argument we can conclude that a difference in the level of informa-

tion or education can lead in the future to a difference of economic resources which is reflected

in increased inequity. One of the most recent example that we can take in consideration is the

restrictions that universities had for years by no allowing women to study or educate. Only after

decades of pressure imposed on this institutions educations rights started to balance. However

it is important to say that the problematic is still alive nowadays even in the most developed

economies.

It should be noted that in some countries women rights is a problematic that should be

addressed in the fastest possible way. Up to this days there are countries that does not allow

women to educate or study in government institutions or the culture of that society make a women

with this characteristics to look bad. This creates a problematic by making women economically

dependent of man and making it difficult for next generations to exit from this vicious cycle.

2.7 Legal inequality

Also we can think of another condition that favors an unequal society and it is legal inequality.

This problem presents when an exclusive group of people receive special economic treatment

that favors them in an unnecessary way. The most common cases in which this problem occurs

is with politicians and people with really high economic leverage. Many countries around the

world suffer from these problems. Since politicians are the ones that create the rules and impose

certain social and even economic order the take advantage of that situation. The most common

practices in these cases are setting absurd rules and legislations that favor them in a pretty

obvious way. It is not strange to see that a politician can receive a salary of 1 ten times the

minimum monthly salary or even more in some specific places. Another way is by creating special
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rewards or economic incentives coming out of nowhere and making no sense.

Other cases in which these benefits can be applied are extremely long periods in a given

position, create benefits for their families and etcetera. Also reduce the required age for them to

go in retirement or modifying legislations so that one person can receive multiple payments at

the expense of the government.

We can also highlight the problem of people with a very high economic status that corrupt

the system to receive a benefit. Regarding this topic we have to be careful to say that no every

state works in the same way and that there are multiple governments that are completely honest

and carry out things the way is supposed to be. However in some other places people with high

economic status can modify rules according to their benefit. A practical example could be making

people that surpass a certain income level stop to pay taxes or reductions are applied to the

amount of money that they have to give back to society.

Some people argue that charging a high amount of money to this kind of people is a step back

in an economical point of view since by doing this people will be discouraged to be more successful

or receive a higher amount of money knowing that that the more they make the more is taken

away from them and at the same time this motivates people with powerful amounts of resources

to change the rules to their benefit and the people that is helping them. Without thinking of the

social impact that their actions generates.

Now many people says that resources in the hands of a government or state is very inefficient

and this might be true because people is not consuming their own resources and because it is not

easy to press public institutions since the expected results are never too high. Moreover people

discuss the way how resources are misused or even stolen from son functionaries.

But as mentioned before we emphasize that not every country or state works in the same way

and there are states that organize themselves in a way that every person in society receives the

minimum necessary conditions to life well and in a worthy environment. However in general

much work needs to be done to improve the corruption in the system and society.

2.8 Economic crisis

Economic crisis is a phase of economic cycle that is characterized by production and economic

shortage as well as low levels of commercialization and off course low numbers in goods consump-

tion. As a result of the previous characteristics economic outcome is unfavorable.
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Economy does not move in a normal rhythm because people are not as prone to spend as they

were when in a good economic period. People do not want to spend money because there is an

uncertainty of the future. As a consequence owners of businesses or stores do not receive the same

amount of money as they did before. So in a way it becomes a vicious cycle where people does

not want to spend, and those that are not been paid will not have the possibility participate in a

fluent economy or at least not at the same rate as they did before. A financial crisis generated in a

given country usually starts from the mistreatment of the own currency crisis or devaluation.[10]

A crisis period can be caused by multiple factors that could not be going so will and makes

the economy to move to a worst situation. A very interesting example is how petroleum price

changed as a result of unnecessary competence and how this economic decision affected economy

worldwide. Some governments that where not ready for the change were deeply affected and lost

a significant amount of their economic value in comparison with other types of currency. Another

factor that can cause an economic crisis is the explosion of a bubble, some situation in which

everything is going well and economic value is growing but based on not so reliable practices.

One simple example could be giving too much money to people that is not able pay such debt.

This is what happens in many states that start to concede loans without making the appropriate

studies to be sure that people is going to be able to give back a certain amount of money. The

economic force of a bank is certainly able to resist this kind of hits easily. However when the

same problem becomes recurrent the system breaks and not even banks are able to support this

kind of hits.

... essentially linking income inequality to the unsustainable surge in household indebtedness

within the economy, which in turn has been singled out as one of the major predictor of

banking crises. [16].

We can think of an economic crisis as one phase presented in the economic cycle that is

characterized by a reduced level of productivity when comparing with normal productivity rates

or capacity this directly affects economic order as people reduce their consumption. It is the

opposite definition of economic growth. One of the direct consequences of an economic crisis is

the growth of unemployment rates which becomes even a bigger problem because it accentuates

the lack of productivity that is taking place in a given society.

So we can say that in an economic crisis there are a bunch of factors that get affected. In

the first place productivity rates decreases. Also it is likely to find an increase in unemployment

rates. And lastly but no less important the credit consumption grows as a consequence of the

shortage in economic resources.

12



2.9. HEALTH DISPARITY

FIGURE 2.2. Top 1 percent vs Bottom 50 percent national income shares in the US and
Western Europe, 1980- 2016. Figure reproduced from [18]

It is interesting to analyze how all this different factors affects inequality. Does people start-

ing in a bad economic situation benefit from crisis or the other way around? This is a pretty

interesting question because according to the answer governments and economic administra-

tion should take specific action in order to help the group of people at which crisis affects the most.

Is it important to have a good economic leverage to face an economic crisis? Does people with

good economic situations actually benefit from crisis? We cannot say that any group of people

benefits from a bad economic situation at least we were talking about international commerce

that involves currency exchanges. In this case it is possible to benefit from the drop or the rise

of a certain currency evaluating if it is good to export products or import them. Or even just

changing currencies expecting to buy at low prices to be able to sell at high prices. However

in normal conditions no specific group of people benefits or expects to be in an economic crisis.

The correct notion to be studied would be the differences or changes presented on inequality

indicators. Throughout the development of this thesis these problems will be discussed in order

to understand this kind of situations better and come out with a series of actions to be taken to

mitigate damage to vulnerable populations.

2.9 Health disparity

The well being of every individual of any given population should be a top priority and under this

point of view it is interesting to see the relationship that stands between the economic wealth
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and health risks or diseases suffered. To try to generate a correlation between these factors it is

possible to take different postures that anyhow arrive to a similar result with consistent solutions.

One possible way to do this is to divide population in different groups according to their

annual income. Once the division is done and diverse groups are created the next step is to

find the percentage of people belonging to a given group that present health problems. This

measurement could be done in a qualitative or quantitative way. In former people is asked how

they perceive their own health in a given scale that contains options such as very good, good,

normal, etcetera. In the later numerical data is studied in order to know for instance of the total

group of people that is going to a hospital which percentage belongs to which economic group and

according to the collected data give conclusions by analyzing the data.

Another possible way to try to address this problem is studying the life expectancy of the

population and dividing it into groups according to annual income. To compare if there exist

differences in life expectancy of people with differences in their economic resources. Another

factor that plays an important role when talking of this subject is that in the majority of developed

countries health is becoming a service that changes its quality according to the money spend by

people. In other words people that do not have enough economic resources will never be able to

access an excellent health service.

This is a problem that needs to be addressed because everyone should have the opportunity

to enjoy a good health service regardless of their economic level. There are diseases that can take

somebody’s life in a small period of time if not treated and its treatment must be guaranteed for

every single member in society.

2.10 Inequality recap

When speaking of economic disparity it is not easy to emit a judgment without analyzing the

endless factors that affects this situation. It is necessary to study factors such as equality in

opportunities and economics behaviors. The answer to the question is not easy as saying that

people that are in a bad economic situations because of the decisions they have made or the lack

of effort that they have put. In the same way we cannot fix the problem by giving everyone the

same exact amount of resources and compensation regardless of the efforts they make or the

different abilities required.
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FIGURE 2.3. The Squeezed global wealth middle class, 1980-2050. Figure reproduced
from [18]

To arrive to a reasonable answer is necessary to study different points of view and taking

into account different perspectives.

However according to the way I see it governments should focus its efforts into helping

vulnerable groups since they are running a race with a huge disadvantage when compared to

others. Moreover when progress arrives to the majority of the population the economy of the

entire group improves and people is able to contribute at their full potential. It is a matter of

making a stronger team a stronger society that pushes in the same direction.
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Chapter 3

Inequality measures

In this chapter we will expose the different ways in which income inequality can be measured.

Throughout history different calculations have been used to measure the distribution in the

resources of population. One of the most popular systems to measure this is the Gini coefficient.

However this index has some limitations that we will expose later on. As a result of this limitation

many other tools have been created in order to successfully measure the distribution of resources

of a determined group of people.

All these different tools have been used to measure the dispersion that exists in the distribu-

tion of income in a determined population or within the participants of any given economy. These

studies are frequently done separating different countries and analyzing how the distribution of

resources is done in that special context.

It is not rare to see this indexes applied to even bigger contexts. For instance one can study

the income distribution or income inequality presented in a region or even a continent. It is

interesting to see that no matter how big the group is it is still a measure that could be applied.

In other words we can say that it is also possible to analyze the distribution of resources and the

disparities that exist in a group as big as the entire population of the world.

One limitation that any of the different indicators or techniques has is that the result can

only be useful to see how resources are distributed and how well those are distributed however

we will not be able to identify the reason behind these results. Whether the results are good to

try to replicate action or the results are bad it is not possible to conclude that a given result is a

consequence of a specific factor. At least not directly. It is possible to create correlation between

variables so with a statistical support it would be possible to conclude that a variable ”X” or ”Y”

has a high impact in the resulting data of inequality indexes.

By using this methods it is possible to compare the differences that exist between two diverse
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populations that excludes one to another in order to identify the places in which the results of the

specific index is better or worse. On the other hand it is also useful to use this kind of indicators to

compare the situation in which a certain population is in a given period of time to start creating

a traceability so that the same indicator created on the same restriction and conditions can be

used in the future to learn if the situation in that specific regard is getting better or instead is

not working as it should.

A reasonable difficulty that could be presented to create these indexes is the amount of

information that is needed to create a significant and relevant study. The reason for this is that

some indicator requires very specific information that sometimes is not easy to find as well as

the scale in which the studies must be performed to create a precise research. However even

with the difficulties that are presented when creating such studies it is especially important to

create a record and a measurement system in order to understand better the situation within a

specific population to create necessary adjustments with the objective of creating a fair society

that guarantees certain conditions for all the participants of that given economy.

3.1 Income Definition

As previously presented there are a number of factors that have to be taken into account to create

relevant system to measure income inequality. However the first thing that is needed is the

definition of the variable itself. That mentioned variable must remain unmodified when creating

other studies and the conditions and restrictions putted in the variable of the method of any

kind must be respected in order to conclude in a relevant manner. In other words consistency is

fundamental for the relevance of a study. As a practical example it is not correct to measure the

variable ”height” without taking into account if the person is using shoes or not.

However it would not be correct to say that this kind of measures can only be used to study

income inequality. The different indexes can be used to measure the disparity presented in

various resources that have to be distributed.

In the following part of the thesis we will define income as the most common way in which it

is represented for various authors yet it is not declared that this is the only way to define income

or that the only way for a study to be significant is by following this alignment. Conversely a

study that does not follow this definition can be as significant as does who does if and only if

the method, restrictions and conditions of the environment in which the study is created, are

consistent one to another time.

For that reason it is fundamental to define income properly. One commonly known definition
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of Income does not only make reference to the amount of money that an individual receives in a

given period of time - Let us say a month what we normally would call a salary- we also have to

take into account all the resources that the specific individual receives in an established interval

of time. To make a clear example, a person receives one hundred of ”X” currency but that person

also receives a meal in its workplace. The salary of the person in the example would be one

hundred nonetheless its income would not be one hundred. It would be at least - supposing that

those are their only sources of income- its salary and the economic value of the meal that that

person receives every work day.

Moreover in a later instance we should also take into account the services that a person

receives from any governmental institution such as health, education or even transportation. It

is pertinent to have this concept into account because it could be a case in which a person that

have a small salary than other happen to have a bigger income.

Also some important variables that take place into income measurement are taxes namely

if the income is measured before paying taxes or after paying them as well as the standard to

measure the income of every individual by separated or the income per household. It is useful to

measure before and after taxes in order to understand better how progressive taxation works

and how it could be applied to reduce disparities.

3.2 Income Inequality metrics properties

As it was previously exposed there can be many different ways in to measure the distribution of

income in a given society. Using inequality metrics is most common way to analyze the case. It is

important to highlight that these metrics or indexes have to satisfy certain properties that are

presented in the majority of the metrics.

The first property is anonymity or symmetry this property states that the index will not

depend on the identification of individuals. That is to say if individual ”A” has eighty percent of

the income of certain society and individual ”B” has the remaining twenty percent the metric

cannot be modified if the percentages that each of the have would be exchanged. In this sense

income inequality metrics does not take into account what a person deserves according to the

situation in which he is but only how income is distributed in a given society. In other words

equity is not taken as a part of the index while inequality is the one and only objective that the

index desire to study.

The formal definition of a general inequality index in a discrete case rather than a continuous

one can be modeled as follows. Let x be a function of ”I” (income) where ”x” is a set of a number of
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economic values that are generally the representation of income or in some cases wealth. Each

and every one of them associated with an economic agent also known as a member of an economy

or a society. In a more explicit way we can express it in the following way:

I(P(x)) = I (x)

Another important property that any inequality index must satisfy is the scale independence

or homogeneity that states that the indicator cannot be influenced by the size of the total of

income in a given society. In other words if the income of one society is bigger than another

one but the percentages of distribution of it is the same in both societies then the index should

remain the same. To make a practical example if we take a given society and reduce by half each

individual income the indicator should give the same result whether it is society A or society A/2.

Mathematically we can express I(alpha*x) = I (x)

In the same way an equality distribution indicator should not vary whether a certain economy

counts with a very large or small population. In other words the amount of people that belongs to

certain society should not be a factor that penalizes or reward the result of the metric. Namely

the metric should be independent of the amount of people that is part of a certain economy. I(x U

x) = I(x) in a more theoretical perspective.

The last of the four most important properties that every inequality metric should have is

the transfer principle. This principle states verifies that the indicator is an actual reflection of

a situation of inequality. To explain, if there is an income flow from a rich person to a less rich

person but the income ranks between individuals remain the same, then the measured level

of inequality should be reduced. Since a person that at the beginning of the process had a big

gap when comparing its income to the others and at the end of the process this gap was reduced

which should imply that the inequality levels in that situation have to decrease.

The previously exposed properties are the most relevant rules in order to evaluate if a metric

can be valid or not. Nonetheless there are other properties that should also be satisfied. In other

words even if the next properties to be exposed are less relevant that the previous ones they

should always be fulfilled for an indicator to be valid. To illustrate an index I(x) should always be

greater than zero. This is the non-negativity property.

Also an index I(x) should always have a determined value that expresses the biggest of all

inequalities. This is the case in which all individuals have zero income or any given resource and

only one individual have the total amount of that given resource. Namely extreme inequality.

This value in most of the cases the value tends to a unity the bigger a population is. The name of
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this property is bounded above by maximum inequality.

In the contrary case when everyone in a certain population has the same amount of one

resource then the result of the indicator should always be zero. Formally describing it there

should exist an egalitarian zero when that particular situation occurs.

As mentioned before there is a classification between more important properties and the other

existing properties however this does not mean that only the important one should be fulfilled. It

is mandatory that all properties are respected for a metric to be taken in consideration.

3.2.1 20:20

The 20:20 ratio compares only a fraction of the total population. Taking as a subject of study

only the twenty percent of people that enjoy the highest income and the twenty percent of people

that suffer with the lowest rents in the entire society. It can be more instructive in some cases

since it takes away the remaining sixty percent of the population often have small differences

when comparing income levels. Focusing the analysis in the most problematic groups or the set of

individuals in which a specific strategy should be applied.

Under the point of view of some scientist this indicator is more useful that other when

studying developed societies with social stability. This indicator shows that the lowest ranked

countries are Japan and Sweden where the twenty richest percent receives only four time is the

income of the twenty poorest percentage. While other developed countries such as the United

States and the United Kingdom presents a relation of seven to one. Which a pretty indicative

number and shows that some work is worth to be done. Even if this countries have low inequality

qualifications with other indicators.

3.2.2 Palma Ratio

The name of this index comes from its creator and it makes reference to Gabriel Palma which

is a social scientist born in the city of Santiago in Chile. His work in this particular index

was motivated from the inconsistencies that he found in the Gini index. Specially the extreme

sensitivity that is taken into account in the middle of an economic distribution and the lack of

sensitivity that exists in the top and the bottom of the studied group. According to the theory

that the Chilean scientist proposes the inequality problem is a dispute between the rich and the

poor. Leaving the middle class out of debate according to his ideas redistribution must be done in

this specific individuals.

Under this point of view his ideas can be compatible with the concept of progressive taxation.

However coming back to this index the main idea in which the indicator is founded is that in
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the majority of time middle class aggregated income represent fifty percent of the total national

aggregated income that leaves us with the other half of total income that is distributed by the ten

richest percent and the forty poorest percent of the population. And almost inevitably the richest

group is a small fraction of individuals when comparing them with the poorest total individuals.

Having all these thoughts in mind he created an indicator that relates these parts of pop-

ulation throughout a ratio. Dividing the ten richest percent into the forty lowest percent of

aggregated income. The lowest this number is the lower it would be its inequality. Ideally this

number should be the lowest possible under 1 however it is hard to arrive to a point lower that

0,9. The better qualified countries in the world according to this ratio are Japan, Sweden, Norway,

Denmark, Germany, among others all of them with a score of maximum 1 and minimum 0.9. In

the other hand the lowest qualified countries according to the measure are Qatar with a awful

score of 9.2, Chile 3.5, Uruguay 2.5, among others.

It is pertinent to distinguish that this is not a very popular index and for that reason in

many countries this tools has never been applied. Even if it would give important conclusions by

comparing one to another. It is expected that the score of Latin American countries as well as

African countries would have a high ratio.

3.2.3 Hoover index

The next indicator that would be presented is the Hoover index is it known for been one the

easiest indicators to calculate and corresponds to a simple concept how much is the amount of

income that would have to be redistributed in order to achieve a state of perfect equality. In this

case the best result that can be obtained is a zero answer that would mean that no resource

should be redistributed to have a perfect equality.

In the opposite scenario if only one individual receives the total income of a state almost one

hundred percent of the resources should be redistributed. The superior limit of this index is 1

that represents a state of perfect inequality and the other inferior limit of the indicator is 0 that

represents a state of perfect equality. The results are expressed in a percentage value according

the quantity to be redistributed.

3.2.4 Ratios

Another way of measure the income distribution in a given population is by using a ratio. A

relationship between two economic variables of interest. Or it could be also present as the com-

parison between two set of groups generally one referring to a high group and a low group. In a

similar way in which for intense the Palma ratio is calculated. By using this type of indicator a

relationship that correspond to a one by one ratio means that both groups enjoy the same amount
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of resources in certain period of time. While as the difference between the two groups grows

higher the ratio also starts to go up or down according to the order in which the relation is made.

Ideally the relationship should be as close to the unity as possible as higher dispersion means

higher inequality.

In concrete ratio relationships could be very useful to compare the distribution of percentiles.

These percentiles can be defined as a value that indicates below what given percentage of a group

of percentage observations falls. For instance in the 5th percentile is the value below which 5

percent of observations are found. In this way it is possible to study the relationships that exist

when comparing two different percentiles.

These ratios do not represent the total of the population be definition. Since it excludes

multiple values according to the interest of the scientist. But it is useful to see how the distribution

of resources is changing in a specific part of population. In other words it is possible to identify

the micro movements generated in each rank of the population. And making it possible to see in

the positive case if inequality reduced because of the flow from high percentiles to mediums or in

the negative case if a measure of inequality increased because of the upper earners increasing

their income or the losses presented by the lower income earners.

3.2.5 Income Share

The income share relates the percentage of income perceived by a certain percentage of the

population. Generally the result of this kind of measurement shows that a very small group of

people usually captivates a gross share of total income in a studied economy.

According to data from worldbank.org [9] the highest twenty percent individuals by income

held the forty seven percent of the aggregated income in 2016 which means that almost half of

the total wealth of the country is in the hands of only one fifth of the population and the other

half is distributed among the other eighty percent of the total population of the United States.
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FIGURE 3.1. Comparison of income share held by highest 20 percent of Brazil and
Finland. Figure reproduced from [9]

But this is not the most concerning part if we study the ten lowest percent of the population

receives only one point seven percent of the aggregate income of that nation. This indicator is

a perfect example that wealth is concentrated in a small group of people within a population.

There are countries in which inequality is very strong and it is very evident to see the miss

distribution present in their systems. Even developed countries like the united states and the

united kingdom have a bad result in this specific indicator. This shows that the economy that

they have implemented is thought to create wealth in a progressive way for those who have a big

amount of resources under their control at the expenses of normal people to which arrive to that

specific level of wealth would be extremely difficult speaking in percentages terms.

FIGURE 3.2. Top 10 percent national income share across the world, 2016. Figure
reproduced from [18]

Only a minimum and almost uncountable part of the population success into becoming a top

twenty percent economy member when they are coming from less favored part of the population.
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The disadvantages of this approach are that many people live in completely different well-

being standards than people in high perceived income. It is also true that if an economy gives

every person the opportunity to be successful and guarantees the basic rights of alimentation,

education and social wellbeing it is arguable to debate that the group of people that enjoy an

excellent level of perceived income are there because of the efforts that they have made to be

there. There are also examples of people that came out of nowhere and became millionaires based

only on their capabilities and the added value the give to society.

On the other hand we can also think in the opposite situation. This is the case of Nordic

countries that when tested, they present excellent results in almost every inequality indicator

they are tested on. In that kind of society economy is thought in a very different way. In general

it is given that if a person is receiving a big amount of income or resources that person should

give more back to society. In some Nordic countries taxes go up to almost fifty percent. In other

words of every dime they make they have to give back half.

FIGURE 3.3. Norway share held by highest 10 percent. Figure reproduced from [9]

When we analyze the top twenty percent of the people that perceives a big amount of income

it is surprisingly found that the aggregated income barely exceeds twenty five percent. In these

economies the distribution of the wealth almost follows a uniform nature. These are totally

different points of view and also it can be arguable that in Nordic countries people that perceive a

big amount of income can be mistreated since they have to get rid of a pretty important amount of

resources and the effort that they make to be there may no be well compensated when comparing

the effort that any other ‚Äúnormal‚Äù person has to do. In this kind of societies it is arguable

that people arrive to a certain point in which they are no longer motivated to make a significant
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effort since they will have an excellent lifestyle doing practically any job.

One can say that in certain way an excellent economic situation can slow down human

development. Nobody need to make an effort since the way in which they life is an excellent one

so for some individuals it is not important to change the way in which they life or to go further to

feel fulfilled.

However that is a better scenario in terms of human wellbeing than a situation in which most

of the resources are concentrated in a very small part of the population. This can be the case of

some states in underdeveloped countries. This kind of inequity problem is happening in some

countries of Latin America as well as some Asian or African countries.

To illustrate let us take the case of Brazilian population. This society is the perfect example

of income distribution disparity. Using the same indicator we were using before it is possible

to see that there is a small group of people that perceives a huge amount of the total income of

the country. To be precise the twenty percent of the richest people of that country held fifty six

percent of the total income share (2016). While in the same year the ten poorest percent of the

population only held one point six percent of the total income share of the country.

FIGURE 3.4. The case of Brazilian population. Figure reproduced from [9]

It is obvious that especially for the group of people that belongs to this group a change must

be done. In such cases a direct intervention from the government is needed providing assistance

to the people that needs it such as alimentary bonds, to ensure that people is not starving as well
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as immediate action to provide a shelter to those who need it, clothes or every other minimum ne-

cessity good that they could need. Moreover the tendency of families with low economic resources

and in a precarious situation is to have a high number of persons in charge. It is a paradox in the

sense that people that do not have the minimum necessary resources are the ones that result to

have more children or persons in charge. So the little resources that they already had have to be

spitted in even lower parts for each member of a house.

To create conscious in people education plays a very important role. Often times people in bad

economic situations do not even know about pacification methods or have imprecise information of

the way in which sexuality works. It can also become a public health problem with the propagation

of diseases of sexual nature. That is a problem that is presenting in African societies. With specific

problem of overpopulation and propagation of diseases. Also this contributes to a change in the

way that households are composed. According to data of mid 80’s single household with or without

children was 15 percent and in mid-2000’s it was 20 percent. A trend to smaller households

increases earning and income inequality.[14]

3.3 Gini Coefficient

3.3.1 Calculation

The Gini coefficient is arguably the most used inequality measure in the world and even history.

This indicator was created by the Italian scientist Corrado Gini. This indicator was first presented

in his theoretical work variability and mutability ( variabila e mutabillita) in a project created in

the year 1912. This indicator is uses as a fundamental tool the ‚ÄúLorenz curve‚Äù this curve

relates two accumulated variables in order to understand how the income or wealth is distributed

along a specific population.

As we previously expose in this thesis the share of income is the percentage of wealth per-

ceived by a specific fraction in a given group of people belonging to an economy. The Lorenz

curve organizes a population in tiers from the bottom to top putting this variable in the ”x” axe.

The other variable that is taken into account is the amount of accumulated income. This is the

dependent variable responding to a given accumulated number of people in a society. In reality

values a measured from 0,2 to 0,3 in countries with a low degree of inequality and from 0,5 to 0,7

for unequaly strong [17]

Each point in the Lorenz curve addresses the relationship of: For this accumulated group of

people, how much accumulated percentage of income is perceived. In this way it is possible to

relate each and every one of the points in the graphic going through all tiers of population until

finally arrive to the hundred percent of income perceived by the hundred percent of people in a
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society.

Until this point only the Lorenz curve has been analyzed but the Gini coefficient goes further

than this. It uses the Lorenz curve and creates a relationship or a comparison if one wants to say

of the actual distribution of income in a society with an utopic case of perfect equality, for all the

individuals belonging to an economy. The graphic result of such distribution would be a straight

line where for every x percent of population the same x percent of income or wealth belongs

to that group. In other terms using a practical example this would mean that the lowest ten

percent of population has ten percent of accumulated income. The fifty per cent of the population

would perceive the fifty percent of the total income. And similarly with all other points in the

distribution from the beginning to the end. The main purpose of that kind of graph is represent

an economy in which every individual would have the same amount of resources that the other.

FIGURE 3.5. Lorenz’s curve. Figure reproduced from [19]

To resume up to this point two different functions have been studied one the one hand the

Lorenz curve and on the other hand the perfect equality function. This to relationships can be

represented as follows.

When the two functions are put on paper it is easier to see for what the Gini coefficient stands

for. This indicator is not more than the fraction under the perfect equality line and above the

particular Lorenz line according to the case. Expressed in the form of a proportion responding the

question how big is the described area compared to the total fraction under the perfect equality

line. If we call A to the Gini coefficient area the graphical calculation would be ’A’/ Total area or
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’A’/’A+B’. So for this situation the result is expressed by the fraction multiplied for one hundred

to show it as a percentage. The possible interval of results that the indicator can have goes

from ‚Äú0‚Äù to ’1’ making a supposition that income or wealth can only take positive values. In

reality there are some points in which people that have a big amount of debt represent a negative

amount of wealth. So with the necessary condition the Gini coefficient can give a result slightly

higher than the unity.

This particular indicator give us the answer to a fundamental question when analyzing any

given resource inequality and it is how much the actual resource distribution is deviated from a

situation of perfect equality for that given resource.

To better illustrate the functioning of the index we will expose a couple of cases that are

useful to better understand the concept. In the first case we will expose a situation in which the

Gini index is very high. A high Gini index is represented by an economy in which there is a big

area under the perfect equality line and the Lorenz line or in other word a big difference on the

distribution of resources compared to the ideal scenario.

FIGURE 3.6. Levels of Lorenz’s curve. Figure reproduced from [11]

On the hand we have the scenario in which the actual distribution is very similar to the ideal

distribution of resources in this kind of economies inequality is at low point but obviously still

exists. Most of the country that has this kind of curves is developed countries in northern Europe.

In this point practically the whole population counts with the minimum needed resources in

terms of goods, education, and health system, among others. It is a good point for the development
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of the economy since it keeps the foundations of meritocracy and keeps motivation as a factor for

the development of an individual.

At this point is useful to know the extreme cases that can present but that in reality are

very unlikely to happen. The first one is a situation in which all of the resources of a society are

concentrated in only one individual. In other words, virtually everybody has no resources except

for a single person. In this case the graph would be represented in the following way. With a Gini

coefficient of one that is obtained by a vertical line at the end of the accumulated population axes

that goes up until the total amount of resources of the population. This would be the case of an

economy with perfect inequality.

FIGURE 3.7. Total Inequality Lorenz’s curve.

In the same way the opposite case is also a possibility however as it was mentioned before in

practice it is very unlikely to happen. This is the case of a society that enjoys perfect equality.

In this kind of economy everyone has the same quantity of income or wealth. In the graph it is

represented as a one on one correspondence between the accumulated percentage of population

and the accumulated percentage of income or wealth.

If a situation of this characteristics would take place it could have a negative impact in the

economy as a whole since people would no longer be condition by motivation or effort to arrive to

a certain level of wealth. Even there could be the case that people no longer have desire to work

or to do a productive activity or the majority of people would want to have the less effort required

jobs. In the present time there is no government that follows this particular distribution and it
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have never been successfully implemented since the creation of money.

FIGURE 3.8. Perfect equality Lorenz’s curve. Figure reproduced from [11]

3.3.2 Indicator weaknesses

As it was mentioned before this is one of the most used indicators globally speaking for the

measurement of inequality however it is far to be a perfect indicator. Some of the flaws that the

indicator has will be shown. In the first place it is a very generic value it is a scale that goes from

zero to one (in the case of all positive numbers) but does not show detailed information about the

distribution at that given population.

The main problem with this is that many different repartitions can lead to the same result

and only by looking at the final number is not possible to address the different situations that

may be presented in certain scenario. To successfully do this it is necessary to break down the

indicator be analyzing the income share of a fraction of the individuals. Or even changing the

indicator used by another one that complements the information of the Gini coefficient and

reflects detailed information about some aspects that will not be seen otherwise..

It is also a relative measure so the analysis done throughout this indicator can change from

one social scientist to another one. Similarly it is possible to have a particular case in which a

Gini coefficient rise - which would be a bad economic sign - but the actual poverty level of that

economy falls. So if the conclusion is not made with caution it can lead to wrong answers.

... Measures such as the Gini coefficient are not purely ’statistical’ and they embody implicit

judgements about the weight to be attached to inequality at different points on the income

scale. [2].
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Also if the Gini coefficient of one country is lower than the other does not automatically means

that that is a better economy. In fact there are cases in which Gini coefficients are the same

but the quality of life, opportunities and average income are completely different since they can

greatly differ in wealth or income.

The use of traditional measures hide the fact that ranking of distributions cannot be reached

without fully specifying the form of the social welfare function [3].

Another weak point that this indicator has is that it is downwardly bias. The coefficient tends

to show low results for small and therefore less diverse populations. While in a big society with

a much more diverse economy is likely to receive a high Gini coefficient. In fact some small

countries with low economic development have a low Gini coefficient but this result does not

show the real situation that the population is living.

Finally another point that needs to be taken into account is the difficulty that exists into

valuing the social benefits that individuals enjoy. This is evident especially in the cases of coun-

tries that provide health benefits, subsidized housing, education among other resources that

are difficult to measure objectively therefore the precision of the Gini coefficient depends on

the single assumptions that a given person emits in a subjective way. Moreover in emerging

countries around the world informal economy a big part of people’s livelihood in some countries

the percentage of informality arrives up to fifty percent. Obviously these capital movements are

not accounted and consequently the information taken from the starting point is not completely

accurate and in fact has a lot of impreciseness for the lack of information and traceability.

It is also to be mention that the standards in which the Gini coefficient is calculated can vary

in a big way. Specifically this index generally is used for income and wealth analysis. However

the way in which income is defined can be by individual or by household. Another important point

is if the indicator is calculated before or after taxation. In the case of economies with aggressive

progressive taxation results change completely and show diverse results. And finally the indicator

can take into account or not government benefits given to people in poor conditions.

Gini coefficient is very useful to understand the economic situation in terms of inequality

and distribution of a given country. However there are several fields in which the indicator have

flaws and does not show specific information. Consequently often time a second indicator is

needed to better understand a given scenario. Finally the conditions of the collection of data are a

fundamental factor. And it should foresee the differences that can be presented when calculating

it before or after taxes as well as if it takes into account or not social benefits. Respecting all

the previous guidelines the indicator can provide much more accurate information to support

powerful conclusions.
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Chapter 4

Inequality in the world

4.1 LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN

Taking into account the ECLAC document of 2016, in which Mrs. Lais Abramo shows a panorama

of inequality in Latin America, where it is analyzed that there are multiple social gaps that make

it necessary to turn our eyes to this situation, since this inequality generates greater poverty for

the different countries of Latin America and the Caribbean, this is why within the topics to be

studied to close these gaps we should pay attention in the first place:

1. Socio-economic inequality:

Latin America together with Africa are the most unequal continents in the world, so

governments must make great efforts to reduce these gaps, it cannot be denied that great

progress has been made to reduce inequality, which we witness in the period between

2002 and 2015 where inequality decreased by 0.09% and in the period from 2008 to 2012,

decreased by 1.2%, while in the period from 2012 to 2015 it decreased by 0.6%, these

numbers show that great efforts are being made to reduce poverty in these countries.

However, this is what ECLAC states, since the income of households with fewer resources

increased more than that of households with greater labor resources. Added to this is the

fact that governments have been transferring resources to the poorest households through

subsidies, government policies have also been implemented which have helped formalize

employment and have also helped to stimulate employment in different sectors.

This political process is the most important role that countries must play, in terms of

public policies, to seek the transformation of the state, taking into account the functional

distribution of income, which is the way to measure GDP. For the period 2002-2014, the

Gini coefficient was not related to an improvement in the functional distribution.
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In the period 2006-2014, this relationship varies, and most of the increase in distribution is

due to the strengthening of wages, the increase in the insertion of people into the labour

market and the formalization of employment in many Latin American and Caribbean

countries.

2. Poverty Eradication: ECLAC, in its projections for 2030, seeks to eradicate poverty, as well

as to diminish financial and non-financial ownership, since these are the source of the

concentration of current income in the world. The policies to support this reform and for it

to be possible to implement it by 2030, is that governments are aware that they must carry

out a tax reform of great magnitudes, in which a tax on large fortunes is put in place, in

order not only to distribute government income among the poor, but also that the income of

the richest will help to reduce the existing gap between them.

Perhaps this is the greatest challenge the world is facing at the moment, if it wants to

achieve greater equality and a reduction in poverty, in rates higher than those that have

currently been presented, it is up to governments to enhance policies that will allow them

to reduce the unemployment rates that currently exist in different countries.

3. Gender Inequality: At this point it is important to emphasize that there is inequality with

women, since women dedicate about 30% of their weekly time to household activities, while

men dedicate about 10% of their weekly time to these activities, which translates into fewer

opportunities for women to access formal jobs, as they face a double working day and the

latter is not remunerated, and even more the possibility of getting a job decreases to the

extent that among the population is poorer there is a greater number of children that makes

it almost impossible for women to get a stable and well paid job or pay for this service,

which is not within their reach. This is why people talk about time poverty, since it makes

it difficult for people to gain income in their homes, due to the lack of opportunity to take

care of their children and take care of their work. This ends up with women dedicated to

the upbringing of children, without any payment and without opportunities for immersion

in the labor market, much less having a chance to educate themselves better in order to try

to get involved in the productive sector in a better way.

There is also racial ethnic inequality, since in Latin America and the Caribbean there are

approximately 46 million indigenous people and 130 million Afro-descendants, meaning

that one in four people is indigenous or Afro-descendant.

Of the Afro-descendant populations, 20% are concentrated in Brazil and Cuba, mainly but

have a strong presence in five countries of this continent.
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There are about 800 million illiterates in the world, of which 530 million are women,

distributed mainly in countries of Latin America, India and Africa.

4. Territorial Inequality: This leads us to analyze the gap that exists between those who are

of African descent and those who are not. Because infant mortality and the quality of life of

children of African descent are much lower than those who are not, largely because their

geographical location does not allow them access to health services because of distance or

because they are located in regions very far from the capital cities where this service is

provided. The fact that these communities are located in places far from the capitals of the

countries makes it less likely that these people have access to education, health services

and to be able to insert themselves into the economic and productive force of the countries.

The same situation happens with the issue of education, since the distance that many

times one has to travel to attend school and the journeys that have to be made to attend it,

discourage children and adolescents that day by day have to go through this situation and

that is a sacrifice that many times they do not see retribution in the improvement of their

economic and social situation. What finally makes that the rates of desertion in the rural

regions and with afrodescendant and indigenous population is every time greater.

5. Life Cycle: All this leads us to have a large number of young people who, at the age when

they have to be in school, find themselves carrying out other types of activities that prevent

them from attending it, inasmuch as they prefer to carry out activities that generate some

immediate income for them.

This situation is increased in childhood, adolescence and adulthood or old age, because

although the risks are different, these deficiencies will be reflected at the end of life, where

the accumulated deficiencies will generate greater inequality, less household income, less

education, less health services which will be reflected in a population that has greater

poverty and a very difficult inclusion in the economic and social system of the country,

allowing it to overcome these inequalities.

4.1.1 COUNTRIES OF LATIN AMERICA WITH GREATER INEQUALITY

For the purposes of this study, the five countries in Latin America and the Caribbean with the

highest levels of inequality will be analyzed.

The first thing to bear in mind is that there is an average income of a society, which allows

to determine the poverty level of society, and inequality is the way this income is distributed

in society, so it is not a linear relationship between income and inequality, but has different

possibilities, so analyzing different countries we find countries that have a high average income
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in their economy, but that this distribution is not the same for the inhabitants of that country,

this is where the deep inequalities are born and where governments try to make huge efforts

to reduce them, since there are poor countries with low incomes, and middle and high income

countries such as Brazil and the United States with high levels of inequality. In this sense, we are

going to analyze the countries with the greatest inequalities in the distribution of these incomes

within the population.

According to the World Bank, the first five countries with the greatest inequalities are the

African countries, followed by five Latin American countries:

• Honduras

According to data from the World Bank, this country has 64.5% of the population in a

situation of poverty and 42.6% in a situation of extreme poverty (whose income is less

than 2.5 dollars a day), in terms of the Gini index the inequality is 53.7, which compared

to Norway which has the Gini index of 25.9 which is the most egalitarian country on the

planet and the most unequal is South Africa with an index of 63.4. The WB compared the

income of the five countries of South America and the Caribbean, with greater inequalities:

– 53.7 Honduras

– 53.5 Colombia

– 52.9 Brazil

– 52.4 Guatemala

– 51.7 Panama

– 50.5 Chile

The greatest inequalities are perceived in education and health, which is reflected in the

poorest children because they have access to an average of 4 years of education, while in the

highest strata children have access to education for at least 10 more years. This situation

increases even more in rural areas.

• COLOMBIA

In Colombia the income is moderately high in the middle classes, but there is a small group

of people who concentrate a large amount of the wealth of the country, however there is also

a large group living in poverty, which is why it is in the top of the levels of inequality, be-

low Honduras by a few small points. But in the GDP Colombia is 74 places above Honduras.
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Inequality in Colombia is present in the low coverage of education and access to health

services, in addition to the fact that the population is located in rural areas that hinders

access to these services. A similar situation arises with unemployment, because the popula-

tion has difficulty formally entering the productive force in the country.

Another point that is important to highlight is that according to recent research carried out

by important universities of this country, in Colombia land ownership is close to 78% in the

hands of 13.7%, giving a Gini index of 0.86, one of the highest in the world.

• BRAZIL

It is the largest economy in Latin America, however its large income belongs to 5% of the

population that gets about 44% of the country’s income, thus concentrating wealth in a few

and increasing poverty and inequality in this country.

Added to this, the greatest scourge that attacks this country is the great evasion of taxes

being about 13% of people who do not make the declarations of their goods and / or have

their money and property in other countries or tax havens. For this reason, it is increasingly

difficult to track the property and wealth of the most powerful and therefore do not pay

taxes in the country with the levels and transparency, it is also required that come to light

the underground economies that allow increased tax revenues in this country, which are

required to be narrowing the gap between rich and poor.

Corrective policies on the part of the Government greatly affect the poorest, making the

situation more difficult for the poor who do pay taxes, which leads to an increase in poverty

and inequality in a country with the highest income level in Latin America.

• GUATEMALA

In this country income average are low, in which 8 out of 10 people live in poverty, despite

the fact that GDP increased in 2016-2017 by 2.8, a situation that has been presented from

2010 onwards with a growth in GDP. But the biggest problem is the low tax collection rate

"the lowest percentage of public income in the world in relation to the size of its economy.

In Guatemala there is a vicious circle of poverty, because income levels are very low, tax

collection is low, so foreign investors do not consider it very viable to make investments in

this country, which generates a low foreign investment and therefore a rising unemployment

rate because there is no reactivation of the economy through foreign production.
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• PANAMA

The economic growth of this country is one of the highest in this region, with a GDP growth

of 5.4% by 2017, however, there is a big difference between the city of Panama and the

slums. Where the income of the big skyscrapers is much higher than in the slums or the

interior of the country, where true inequality is observed, in terms of Gini the coefficient for

this country is 51.7.

Accompanying this situation of inequality, the fact that there is no aqueduct, sewerage,

drinking water, education, health, high levels of malnutrition and housing conditions, unlike

the big skyscrapers is, on dirt floor, in whose conditions the majority of the population lives.

• CHILE

Chile is the country with the greatest inequality when it comes to income, education,

welfare and wage income, since the income of the richest 10% of the population earns 27

times as much as 10% of the total population from labor income.

In addition, the government makes very little intervention to the population on transfer

issues. Two reforms have been carried out, one of which included the older population that

did not have the requirements to access the pension and the government considered them

to carry out a transfer of monthly income that would improve the quality of life of this

population. The other reform seeks to include the school-age population in education in

such a way as to reach the entire population free of charge. The aim is to reduce the gaps

between rich and poor.

However, Chile’s greatest problem is the fact that its tax reforms are in favor of the rich,

making it unlikely that the economic and social situation for the less favored classes will be

possible and they will rather see the possibility of entering this select group increasingly

distant, where incomes are higher and poverty and inequality indices are reduced, since

the reforms impose higher taxes on the poor than on the rich. This situation makes social

differences even greater.

4.2 The Rest of the World

According to the International Confederation - OXFAM which integrates 17 non-governmental

organizations that carry out humanitarian actions in 90 countries of the world, in its report

called ”an economy for 99%”. informs that : The wealth of 8 people in the world is equal to the
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wealth of 50% of the world’s population. 1810 millionaires appearing in the magazine Forbes

have 6500 million dollars, equivalent to the wealth of 70% of the world’s poorest population.

10 companies worldwide obtained a revenue greater than the public revenues of 180 countries

together 767 million people lived on less than $1.90 a day in 2013, of which the half of this

population was in Sub-Saharan Africa according to World Bank data. Between 2008 and 2013,

the income of 66% of the richest increased, more than 40% of the poor.

Hunger in 2016 affected 815 million people, equivalent to 11% of the world’s population according

to FAO data. 155 million children under the age of 5 suffer from stunting due to malnutrition

and hunger in their first years of life, according to the UN report in 2017. According to the UN

agency 520 million people have suffered from hunger in the world, of which are located in Asia

(7%) of the continent’s population, 243 million in Africa equivalent to (20%) and 42 million are

located in Latin America and the Caribbean (6.6%).

The 10,000 workers in the Bangladesh textile factories earn in one year the same as the

General Manager of any company. According to FTSE 100 stock market index. Women earn

between 31% and 75% less than men, due to wage gaps and other inequalities, which is reflected

in the fact that within the most powerful people on the planet does not reveal the name of any

woman.

• Africa: It is geographically separated from the European continent by the Mediterranean

Sea and the Atlantic Ocean through the Strait of Gibraltar, and geopolitically from Asia by

the Suez Canal, where the Red Sea is located. However, Africa is actually linked to Asia by

the Suez isthmus, and the Sinai Peninsula of Egypt is considered to belong to Asia despite

the fact that Egypt is part of Africa.

The continent rests on the African Plate. It has a total area of approximately 30.2 million

square kilometers, thus covering approximately 20.4 percent of the surface of emerged

lands. To the east lies the Indian Ocean, the Atlantic to the west and the Mediterranean

Sea to the north. It is composed of almost all of the mainland and few islands. The largest

of these is Madagascar, the fourth largest island in the world.

The equator crosses the continent, which extends similarly to both sides of this line. For

this reason, much of its territory is circumscribed within the tropics; the climate of Africa

encompasses several types, but the tropical predominates. At its highest points it reaches

the subarctic climate. Usually, north of the equator the conditions are arid or desert al-

though in the coastal region is a Mediterranean climate, while in the lower region dominate

hot and humid climates and even temperate in the southeastern region.
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Africa’s landscape includes 3 large deserts: the Sahara (the largest in the world), the Namib

and the Kalahari. In the east is the Abyssinian plateau and in the northwest is the Atlas

Mountains, a long mountain range. The highest peak on the continent is Kilimanjaro, in

Tanzania.

It has about 26,000 kilometers of coastline, but the rivers are relatively small and unnavi-

gable. The most prominent are the Nile, the Zambezi, the Congo and the Niger. The Nile

is probably the most important; it is the largest in the continent and one of the longest in

the world. The great lakes are represented by the Victoria, Tanganyika, Malawi, Albert,

Edward and Kyoga, among others along the Great Rift Valley.

In Africa, about 2000 different dialects or languages are spoken, its main activities are

agriculture and livestock. In Africa are located the poorest countries in the world, in Africa

is the population without the coverage of basic conditions covered, such as water, electricity,

sewerage, water, food, roof, so it is said that the people of Africa live in conditions of indi-

gence which is the extreme condition of poverty.

The African continent is the most impoverished continent on the planet, due in great

measure to the large number of people living on this continent and the large number of

children born every day, increasing the needs of all people on this continent. According to

the IMF - about 34 million children between the ages of 6 and 11 and at least half of African

youth between the ages of 15 and 17 do not attend school. Girls are the most disadvantaged,

especially in West Africa. Children under five are 14 times more likely to die than in other

regions, and 7 of the 10 most unequal countries in the world are in Africa.

As far as drinking water is concerned, hand washing awareness is carried out with the little

water we have in Africa, as the sources of unhealthy conditions have led to ever higher

infant mortality rates. Added to this issue is the lack of vaccination of children and where

malaria has claimed the lives of six million African children a year. [12].

Hunger in Africa is another problem faced by the population, since the large amount of

population, the kind of land available (not very productive), the lack of water, make food

constantly scarce, generating malnutrition in the majority of the population of the continent.

This situation is increasing every day due to the high levels of corruption that these coun-

tries live, because of their governors. The lack of fiscal policies that allow the collection of

income from the richest people in these countries has plunged the population into these
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precarious social situations.[15]

Additionally, there has been a discouragement regarding the issue of donations made to

different African countries, since most of the income ends up in the coffers of the rulers.

Situation that became evident with the paper panama, where the greatest income comes

from African leaders, among which are kings, zakahs, ministers and presidents, who have

their fortunes in tax havens to evade the taxation they have in their countries.

This is why many analysts do not understand how Africa, being a continent that receives

so many international transfers, does not progress in the same way that it receives these

funds.[7].

South Africa It is the country at the top of the World Bank’s Gini list, with an index of 0.63,

the country is located in southern Africa and has a dimension of 1,219,090 km2, and is

considered a large country. It is a country in which its population is mostly black (67%)

and White South Africans reach (19%) of its population, its capital is Cape Town and the

currency is the Rands, is the largest economy of Africa and hosts 75% of the country’s

businesses, its economy is mainly mining, agriculture and finance, until 1994, blacks had

no right to vote, only until 1994, this situation changed and blacks are the new voters in

the country.

As you can appreciate, until that time South Africa had not had a black president, but had

been led by white minorities. Until 1990, South African leader Nelson Mandela was released

by President Willen de Klear, who later received the Nobel Peace Prize for ending apartheid

in 1993.by 1994, after the release of Nelson Mandela, the country sees for the first time in

its history how its black population reaching 67% of the population has the right to vote,

and as a result of this situation Nelson Mandela was elected president. With Mandela’s

arrival in power, several reforms were made in the country, including the devolution of

some land to blacks, with a view to improving the levels of poverty and inequality in the

country. However, this has not reduced inequality, but rather, has seen the birth of a new

social class equally unequal as are the new ”rich blacks”, which has increased inequality

in a country where their unemployment levels are the highest in the world 27.2%, which

means that of every four people of working age, one is out of work, which makes the gaps

in this country are more notorious.

• RWANDA: It is located in eastern Africa with an area of 26,340 km2 and is one of the

smallest countries, has a population of approximately 12,208407 people, its capital is Kigali

and its currency are the Rwandan Francs and according to the United Nations, the standard

of living of the inhabitants is among the ”worst quality of life in the world” with a Gini
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index of 0.50, ranked number eight.

Its economy is devoted to subsistence agriculture and according to the report Elaborated by

the Economic and Commercial Office of Spain in Nairobi Updated to July 2017, ”Rwanda

is a mostly rural and agrarian country, with 35% of its population engaged in subsistence

agriculture. The population density is high but not concentrated in the large metropolises -

13 million people spread over a small tract of land.

Tourism, minerals, coffee and tea are Rwanda’s main sources of foreign exchange. Despite

Rwanda’s fertile ecosystem, food production does not always meet demand, so imports are

necessary. Energy shortages, instability in neighbouring countries and lack of transport

links with other countries continue to be the main obstacles to private sector growth. How-

ever, Rwanda has had very high rates of economic growth in recent years.

In 1959, three years before independence, the majority ethnic group (Hutu) overthrew the

Tutsi king in power. Over the next few years, thousands of Tutsis were killed, and some

150,000 forced into exile in neighbouring countries. The children raised in that exile later

formed a rebel group, the Rwandan Patriotic Front (RPF) and started a civil war in 1990.

The war, along with several political and economic upheavals, exacerbated ethnic tensions,

culminating in April 1994 with the state-orchestrated genocide, in which Rwandans killed

one million of their fellow citizens, including three quarters of the Tutsi population. The

genocide ended later that year with the RPF operating from Uganda and northern Rwanda,

defeating the national army and Hutu militias, and establishing the pro-RPF national

unity government. Approximately 2 million Hutu refugees - many fearing Tutsi repression

- traveled to neighboring countries such as Burundi, Tanzania, Uganda and former Zaire.

Since then, many of the refugees have returned to Rwanda, although several thousand

have remained in the DRC and formed an extremist insurgency group. Rwanda held its

first local elections in 1999 and its first post-genocide legislative and government elections

in 2003. In 2009 it developed a joint military action with the Congolese army in the DRC to

eliminate the Hutu insurgent group present in that country, and thus Kigali and Kinshasa

re-established diplomatic relations. Rwanda also joined the Commonwealth in 2009 and

assumed a non-permanent seat on the United Nations Security Council for the years 2013-

2014.

With regard to unemployment rates, official statistics show that for every seven persons

employed there is one unemployed person. The female unemployment rate (13.6%) is higher
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than the male unemployment rate (12.9%), and in urban areas (15.9%) it is higher than in

rural areas (12.6%).

For all these reasons, the Rwandan government has been making enormous efforts to

close the existing gaps of inequality and poverty, strengthening different sectors, including

construction, export and consumer agriculture, mining and making great contributions

to education and health in a country where fiscal policy has not been the best and where

the government wants to bet on a better country by 2020. In which it is expected that the

indicators of both the GDP and the Gini index will ostensibly improve and remove them

from this place of inequality before the world.
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Chapter 5

Inequality in Colombia

This chapter intends to show an overview of the Republic of Colombia in different field working

as a diagnostic, exalting economic potential and strengths such as its geographical position,

the increase in the number of people being educated and better disposition on the part of the

government to achieve PEACE, with which it is hoped to improve internal conditions of the

country and therefore improve the economic conditions of its inhabitants. Under this standpoint

the Government is going to have to attack its weaknesses and its great existing inequities within

the national territory, through government policies that will allow to recover the countryside,

improve the situation in different forgotten economic sectors, that will allow the Colombian

population to improve their living conditions making emphasis in education and government

investment for developing sectors.

5.1 Conformation

From the year 1810, Colombia declares its independence and recognition as a new republic. In

the course of the history of this country it have had a total of 10 Constitutions (1811, 1812,

1819, 1821, 1832, 1843, 1853, 1863, 1886, 1991) that were adapting to the characteristics of the

government, the country and of its inhabitants.

Since then, the country has been governed by norms and laws registered in a constitution, and

it has been organized geographically and politically in 32 departments. Colombia’s government

power is distributed in three powers: Executive Power, Legislative Power and Judicial Power.

Colombia is a republic where the executive power is exercised by a president elected by popu-

lar suffrage for a period of four years, there is the possibility of re-election. The President of the

Republic has an interdisciplinary team for the fulfillment of his duties composed by: the ministers

of: Government, Justice, Defense, Agriculture, Education, Health, Finance, Labor, Public Works,

45



CHAPTER 5. INEQUALITY IN COLOMBIA

Mines and Energy, Development, External Relations , Communications and Foreign Trade.

In Colombia the Legislative Power corresponds to two chambers: 1. Senate and 2. The House

of Representatives, both constitute the National Congress and its members are also elected by

popular vote for a period of four years.

The Judicial Power is formed by the Supreme Court of Justice, composed by magistrates and

judges, divided into five branches: Constitutional, Civil, Criminal, Labor and General Business.

The Supreme Court is in charge of the courts of the district and the municipal courts. The

Council of State and the Electoral Court are also part of the judicial branch. The country is

divided administratively into a Capital District and 32 departments with their respective capitals:

Capital District: Santa Fe de Bogota

Departments: Amazonas, Antioquia, Arauca, Atlantico, Bolavar, Boyaca, Caldas, Caqueta,

Casanare, Cauca, Cesar, Choco, Cordoba, Cundinamarca, Guainia, Guaviare, Huila, La Guajira,

Magdalena, Meta, Narino, Norte de Santander, Putumayo , Quindio, Risaralda, San Andres y

Providencia, Santander, Sucre, Tolima, Valle del Cauca, Vaupes, Vichada.

Water bodies: It is surrounded to the north by the Atlantic Ocean and to the West by the

Pacific Ocean.

Geographical neighbors: Eleven countries, in the following way : To the east with Venezuela

(2,219 km) and Brazil (1,645 km); to the south with Peru (1,626 km) and Ecuador (586 km) and to

the northwest with Panama (266 km); to the north, it borders the Caribbean Sea, in whose waters

it borders six countries: Costa Rica, Nicaragua, Honduras, Jamaica, the Dominican Republic and

Haiti; to the west it borders the Pacific Ocean.

Extension the total length of the coasts is 3,208 km. The total extension of Colombia is

1’141,748 km2 and is the third country in size in Latin America, after Brazil and Argentina. The

currency that is used in Colombia since 1810, is the Colombian peso. (COL peso), which was

born as a result of the Independence of Colombia, replacing the ’real’. The currency is issued and

controlled by the Bank of the Republic of Colombia, which was a entity founded, to issue, manage

and control the monetary movements of Colombia, as well as to issue the currency that legally

circulates in the country.
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The population of Colombia is formed as follows, according to DANE’s figures and census

conducted in 2005, updated information for all economic issues in the country. At the time of this

thesis is the country conducting the new census in Colombia which is expected to end in October

2018, this new census will reveal the new official figures for the country, meanwhile the census

conducted in 2005 and its figures are the official ones for all the studies and investigations to be

carried out.

5.2 Colombian Population

In this context, in Colombia, five main ethnic groups are recognized, according to the National

Administrative Department of Statistics DANE and according to the results of the 2005 census.

FIGURE 5.1. Colombian ethnic groups. Figure reproduced from [13]

The statistical information, collected in the 2005 General Census -with a differential focus-,

allowed a demographic characterization of the ethnic groups that acted as a basis for the differen-

tiation in order to monitor and evaluate public policies for the construction of defined changing

plans for villages and rural population.

The distribution of Colombian population according to the ongoing data of the new census

shows:
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FIGURE 5.2. Colombian distribution population. Figure reproduced from [13]

The current relationship shows that there are 95 men for every 100 women. It is evident that

the level of aging in the country has increased, compared to the previous census, since it has

tripled the category of 54 years old or more (40.61 percent). In contrast the category of children

under 15 years of age is the one that has decreased the most.

The category of men over 54 is 35.4 percent higher than the category of men under 15 years.

Similarly the category of women over 65 years is 46.2 percent higher than the category of children

under 15 years of age.

The population in Colombia is bordering 50 million people, according to figures from the

National Administrative Department of Statistics, -DANE, on October 21, 2018, the country

will reach these huge numbers, which only other 27 countries on the planet have achieved or

surpassed, which are:
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FIGURE 5.3. Population distribution. Figure reproduced from [13]

For Colombia this figure is a challenge, even more so when there is a migration of more

than one million people from the neighboring country of Venezuela, who are in conditions of

vulnerability and have not been able to establish themselves within the productive formality of

the country. Most of the people that enter in an illegal way go directly to a poverty situation and

contribute to economic informality of the country, making it even more difficult to achieve a state

of full employment.

5.3 Colombian Territory

Colombia is a country that is formed geographically by rural regions, urban populated and urban

not so populated, this distribution allows an analysis of socioeconomic variables surrounding the

situation of people living in these regions.

In the world, Colombia is in third place among the countries with the greatest amount of
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water, with Brazil in first place and Colombia in third place. According to GWP data, only 3

percent of the world’s water is fresh and in South America 20 percent of the water resource is

found. Colombia stands out for having the largest rivers in the world such as the Amazon, the

Orinoco and the Magdalena in Colombia, and the Rio de la Plata in Brazil, with which Latin

America plays an important role in the amount of fresh water that the planet possesses and that

it can contribute to the world.

5.4 Education

Based on the geographic conformation, it can be determined according to the studies carried out

by DANE, that the access of people living in rural regions to education is not privileged, since

there are difficulties for the displacement of children and adolescents of educational age, because

the roads and different accesses are difficult and often times are hours away from the place where

they should receive their classes.

Students are known to need to travel for two or three hours on a mule’s back to get to schools,

or to cross rivers using suspension bridges that make it too risky for both parents and children to

travel in these conditions.

In addition, the children and young people who live in these rural areas, their families live

from the activities of agriculture and livestock, making the training of these boys generate within

the family nucleus a deficit in the labor force that must work in the field and/or crops. This often

means that parents are not interested in taking their children to school, especially when the

conditions for the transfer are not the best and do not guarantee the protection of their lives. In

addition, the conditions of the structure of these schools are generally very precarious.

A slightly different situation occurs with the youth population living in urban places (cities),

where access to education is easier near (35.9 percent) of young people and in rural areas about

35.9 percent study, so the government has generated different strategies for schooling children

and young people, starting from free education, aid for books and having transportation for

students, has made a change in the perception of parents to send their children to school. In

addition, the government maintains projects that seek to root children and adolescents in school,

such as the school snack or school lunch, which makes it possible for students to have their basic

needs met when they go to school.

In addition, the government has built a large number of schools in the different cities of the

country, generating with this an increase in the coverage of students in the different regions of

the country, where the conditions of the schools are constructed or improved and that allows
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to receive a greater number of students, in the different levels of schooling in which they are.

According the studies made by Mauricio Cardenas and Raquel Bernal in its work changes in the

distribution of income and the new economic model in Colombia, education explain a significant

proportion of the changes in the income distribution of this society [6].

5.5 Health

Colombia has a health network to attend the inhabitants of the national territory through SISBE,

which is the medical service provided to people belonging to strata 0, 1 and 2. This service is

subsidized by the government through an extensive network of hospitals and medical centers

that attend to the various health situations required by the population.

The other regime that exists is the contributory one, in which all those people who are in the

productive force of the country and who pay their contributions directly to the system for the

attention of the health needs they require are found.

Despite these situations, people’s care is not the best, since this sector has been one of the

most affected by the country’s corruption, since millions of resources have been invested to care

for the inhabitants of the less favored strata, but not always these services are provided with

high quality and with the benefit that the government expects to do to these people.

On the other hand, opportunities for health services are better in cities than in rural areas,

because the hospital network of towns and villages has not been modernized, nor does it attend

in the vast majority of cases, serious health situations. Therefore, people in rural areas must

travel to the nearest cities to obtain better health care.

5.6 Commerce

Colombia is a country traditionally dedicated to agriculture and livestock, however due to the

different conditions of geographical location and violence in the country, has caused these rates of

productivity of the land, have decreased noticeably, as the peasants have migrated to large cities,

leaving the countryside and their land.

For this reason, the government has undertaken projects to return the peasants to the coun-

tryside, with strong incentives for the peasants to return to cattle ranching and to cultivate and

use the land.

Traditionally, the peasant has cultivated coffee, being Colombia the third world producer

of coffee, cotton, cocoa and floriculture and other products that have allowed the country to
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increase its GDP and make an adjustment in its balance of payments, livestock is another sector

that is being promoted because the production of meat and milk also make their contribution

to consumption and exports of these products, and therefore helps to improve the balance of

payments in a positive way in the country.

Other sectors such as mining, for the exploitation of some metals such as copper, gold and

iron precious stones such as emeralds and diamonds, coal and oil, gas, also contribute greatly to

the balance and for the exports that the country makes and improves the balance of payments of

the country.

Trade, seen from the point of view of services, has also increased, especially tourism in differ-

ent parts of the country for its geographical location the coastal area-such as Cartagena, Santa

Martha and the Guajira are the most popular destinations for domestic and foreign tourists,

the jungle in particular the Amazon is the favorite destination for foreigners because its beauty

and its unexplored nature, make this destination the most desired by all tourists, generating

large foreign exchange for the country in this sector. Another sector that generates large foreign

exchange are the handicrafts, which are made by the inhabitants in Colombian territory.

Hence, it is important that Colombia turns its eyes to this sector since it is the one that most

promises to contribute to the GDP.

5.7 Violence

A further point to analyze is the fact that violence through different armed groups makes the

non-voluntary desertion of young students is every day greater, however, many times parents

prefer to make the displacements to the big cities, in order to keep their children away from

the scourge of violence, which is one of the factors that most affects the desertion of the rural

population to the city.

This brings a new variable to the situation, such as the displacement of peasants to the city,

generating a greater number of people in cities where opportunities are fewer and fewer and

the conditions for these displaced people are not the best and they come to form part of the

informality in employment, they come to swell the number of people without housing, without

health and without the attention of basic services.

The Colombian government has bet on education as a tool to allow the population to reach a

higher cultural level that allows them to incorporate into the productive life of the country, all

those who have accessed these opportunities and have taken advantage of them, both for their
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own benefit and for the benefit of the country, which allows a higher level of knowledge that leads

to greater competitiveness as a direct result, leads to higher productivity and makes it possible

to increase the income of people trained in Colombia, in different productive sectors.

In such a way, that this allows the country to position itself at an international level as a

country with greater productivity, a greater generator of employment, a country that exports

its products to other parts of the world, generating a greater opportunity for those less favored

people and taking advantage of all the comparative advantages that the country has and that

have not yet been fully exploited as they are (its natural resources both fauna and flora), the

water resources and its competitive advantage with its geographical position in the torrid zone

since it has diverse climates that make possible the cultivation of a great variety of agricultural

products and the development of the cattle ranch, that in the future can become its greater

economic strength for the country.

5.8 Peace

Another point on which the government of Colombia has worked is the issue of Peace, since

within the country, due to its geographical makeup, different groups have been formed, hands

in arms, which have put the sovereignty of the country in check, since in Colombia the ELN

(National Liberation Army) is in conflict; Another subversive group is the paramilitaries and a

third group is the FARC (Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia), which have been exercising

for more than 50 years, the destabilization of the government. This is the reason why the ELN

(National Liberation Army), the National Liberation Army, has been in conflict in Colombia.

For this reason, the government has had to invest large sums of money in the defense of the

sovereignty of the country, because the subversive groups have been profiting from the scourge of

drug trafficking, which has permeated different levels of corruption of both individuals and the

government itself, generating an internal war of power that has not allowed the country to move

forward in this struggle.

As a strategy, the government has carried out a successful negotiation with the FARC, who

signed Peace on September 26, 2016, and the Colombian people, agreed by popular vote, to

endorse the negotiations that took place for nearly three years, in the country of Cuba and where

the Colombian people by a vote of 50.2 percent of the voters said NO to the Cuban agreements,

so the Congress through its extraordinary faculties endorsed the agreement for the country, in

order to try to achieve PEACE, with at least one of the subversive groups existing in the country

and that have affected the economy and its security so much.
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5.9 Public Services

In Colombia 44 percent of the territory has abundant water, according to the Ministry of Environ-

ment, are precisely these regions that have less water for human consumption and are dedicated

to irrigation of crops and livestock.

In Colombia there are millions of people who still do not have the service of aqueduct and

sewerage and the government has managed to give drinking water for the first time to more

than 6.5 million inhabitants of different regions of Colombia, because although it seems strange

despite Colombia is the country and another 6 million already have the sewerage service, which

has improved the health situation of millions of Colombians, improving their living conditions

and their health conditions that will directly affect the health of children, youth and adults.

5.10 Roads

Due to its geographical location, the country requires the development of roads and investment

in Colombian ports, since it is through the ports that the greatest number of merchandise arrives

to be distributed in the Colombian territory.

It is for this reason that the government has been making investments in the sector of

national roads and some departmental roads, because it is through the transport and distribution

of products to different sectors of the country and the delivery of the same, where the production

process begins.

Therefore, it is important to have a number of very good roads for the transport of products

that improve the reduction of delivery times, ensure road safety on the roads, which is expected

to decrease the value of indirect costs in products, reducing their price and reaching a greater

number of consumers.

According to Portfolio in its recent edition 52 percent of the land belongs to 1.5 percent of

the population, in the report delivered by OXFAM, 1 percent of owners have 80 percent of rural

land. 46 percent of the land in rural areas is used for activities that are not suitable for their

exploitation, of the remaining 54 percent, 5 percent of a total of 114 million hectares, is used for

exploitation of agriculture and livestock. Of the total of the existing hectares, nearly 18 million

-says the Geographic Institute of Agriculture-, is used for activities that do not correspond to its

normal activities and 16 million of these hectares are underutilized or are exploited below their

potential.
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5.11 Gini Index

As previously mentioned Gini index or Gini coefficient is an economic measure that serves to

calculate the income inequality that exists between citizens of a territory, usually a country. The

Coefficient is between 0 and 1. Being zero : Maximum equality (all citizens have the same income)

and 1 : The maximum inequality (all income is held by a single citizen.

Applying the formula for rural land was determined that the coefficient for Colombia is

89.7 percent for 2016, which reaffirms that Colombia has much rural land but owned by a few

people, this indicates that inequality in Colombia is very large according to the place in which an

individual lives.

This same concept of inequality can be understood graphically through the Lorenz curve.

Applying the Gini coefficient to land distribution, this proportion gives one of the highest rates of

inequality: 0.86. Colombia maintains an inequality both in the distribution of land and in the

income of the inhabitants, so that the concentration of wealth is in the hands of a few, and thus

the gap between rich and poor continues to grow. According to studies realized by Bernal and

Cardenas, wage inequality dispersion between 1976 and 1990 went higher. Manly by the rise

in inequality between groups with different education as well as the growth of the dispersion

between white collar workers with respect to blue collar workers.[5]

Colombia is the second most unequal country in Latin America after Honduras (according to

the World Bank in 2014), and former President Santos declared that 1 percent of the population

concentrates 40 percent of the wealth. Despite all the above, the country shows great signs

of economic recovery since by 2017, according to official figures from DANE, GDP grew 1.8

percent. The sectors that contributed most to this growth were agriculture, mining, the financial

sector, social services and manufacturing. With all of the above, the government aims to achieve

single-digit inflation as is currently the case, since by 2017 inflation was 3.8 percent.
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FIGURE 5.4. Income share held by the lowest 10 percent in Colombia. Figure reproduced
from [9]

FIGURE 5.5. Income share held by the highest 10 percent in Colombia. Figure repro-
duced from [9]

5.12 Strategies

As a strategy to reduce poverty, the government must urgently advance a tax reform that allows

the country to receive greater resources to meet the needs of the Colombian people, such as

health, housing, education and pensions that the government subsidizes for thousands of elderly

people who rely on pension income to subsist in minimum conditions of dignity. However, carrying

out this reform is not easy, since these reforms affect the country’s most powerful class, which
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is not willing to be deprived of the privileges they have obtained and that with this reform the

existing gap between the country’s rich and poor could be narrowed.

It is hoped to close the gaps in rural and urban areas, so the government should think about

making a greater presence in all corners of the country to ensure the security and presence of the

army and police in Colombian territory, to ensure that demobilized groups and subversives do

not corner the Colombian people again, neither in the cities nor in the countryside.

Although the task is not an easy one, the country is heading towards the recovery of the eco-

nomic and security circumstances, which will allow Colombians to reduce the rates of inequality

in their territory, through the recovery of the countryside, to take advantage of it in cattle raising

and agriculture, as well as in education, an important pillar for the Colombian people to have

access to better working conditions and purchasing power, and in general in all fields such as

health, investment in improving roads and security in the Colombian territory, will make the

country gain greater credibility abroad and will make foreign investment possible throughout

the territory, in different productive sectors.
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Chapter 6

Statistical Model

In the next session of the work, a statistical model with which we will try to explain the inequity

situation of Colombian society according to relevant variables will be shown.

This problem will be modeled taking into account all the previous analysis of the most rele-

vant problems in Colombia throughout the years. The model will try to give statistical evidence

of different factors that influences inequity situations.

The final goal of the model is identify statistical evidence of correlations between inequity and

selected indicators that will take the role of regressors or explanatory variables. As previously

discussed inequality is not easy to measure. It takes great effort to have a useful indicator of this

variable. First of all the collection of all necessary information takes a lot of effort and needs to be

done with a significant group that correctly represents the situation of the society. Also the calcula-

tion of such indexes has not been done for longs periods of time so the current data is not very rich.

For these reasons we will use as a measure of income inequality the Gini coefficient that is

one of the most popular indicators in this aspect. Even if the series of data are not as good as it

would be expected, is one of the most explored ways to measure income inequality.

As for the regressors we will take into consideration variables that theoretically should affect

positively or negatively the income inequality in a society, specifically in the Colombian one.

In the design phase of the model a lot of variables were taken into consideration, to be precise

a total of eight variables were taken as regressors for the model. Each of these variables was

selected according to the theory that was previously mentioned in the present investigation.

Other factor that was taken into account was the years for which the data was available.

Since some of the selected variables could have problems in terms of thickness and availability.
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The most important variables of the model were Gini coefficient and a variable that could tell if

a determined period was considered an economic crisis. The latter variable was not a problem

in terms of data collection, since this conclusion can be obtained by analyzing the GDP of the

country which is a variable that have been calculated since early stages of past century even

for Colombia. While the former is more difficult to find. Specifically there are only seventeen

calculations of Gini index for Colombia since 1996 until 2016, as it is shown in the next table.

FIGURE 6.1. Gini Cohefficient Years. Figure reproduced with STATA

Taking this into consideration and for practical reasons for the design and development of the

model, all the other variables were selected only in the years that were mentioned. Otherwise

the design of the model would have had to be done in a much complicated way taking into

consideration the periods for which each variable was available.

According to economic data of Colombia, there have been two economic crisis periods since

1996 the first one occurred in 1999 and lasted until the end of 2002. This crisis was the result

of multiple factors that affected economic situation. In that period the armed conflict between

army and FARC was at its peak level, also drugs and cartels were still present in the panorama

with a lot of strength and finally bad decisions from the government led to an abrupt decrease

in the GDP and an increase of unemployment rates. The second and final crisis since 1996 was

the global crisis that took place in 2008 and in Colombian case lasted until the end of 2010. This

crisis had more to do with external factors that impacted national economy.

Next variable that we took into consideration was GDP per capita. This is a measure that

gives an idea of the current situation of a country specially when comparing it with other coun-

tries or with other periods of time. The problem of this indicator is its lack of detail since it gives
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a similar approach of an average but unsuccessfully explain further information. Interpretation

of such variables can lead to errors since it give an idea of the gross domestic product by person.

One would expect that the GDP per capita have an inverse relation with the Gini coefficient. This

due to the fact that Gini coefficient tends to be low for developed countries, while the Gini index

has greater values in developing countries. Similarly the GDP per capita should follow the same

patron. This can lead us to conclude that possible this variable will have a negative impact in

Gini coefficient, creating an inverse relationship between the two of them and having an expected

negative coefficient in the regression.

Other factor that could play a negative effect on the Gini coefficient is the level of corruption

that is present is a given society. As we know those societies with very low level of corruptions

are the one with the better conditions for its citizens and usually things work very well in these

societies. To make an example we can take the case of all the northern countries. In this places

collective wellbeing is more important that individual.

These countries pay a significant percentage of its income in taxes sometimes with tax rates

over fifty percent. However the money that is paid through this method is well used by state.

Especially all this money does not finish in the pockets of a few but in the hand of everyone.

For the purposes of our study a reasonable supposition would be an direct correlation between

corruption rate and Gini coefficient. That means that for a country with a high level of corruption

it is expected a high level of income inequality as well. This is the opposite case of the one

of northern countries. We can take as an example African or Latin-American countries where

corruption levels are significantly high even if a good fraction of the population still lives in

poverty conditions.

Continuing with the selection of possible factor that could impact on inequality we must

consider the total amount of people living in extreme poverty conditions. For countries with a

higher level of this variable it would be expected a high level of inequality as well. The interesting

thing about this is that we are looking just a small fraction of the population that could have

a big impact in inequality lines. This small fraction of people could have a big impact into this

problem. If that is the case governments could focus its efforts specifically into reducing this

number to bring wellbeing to the majority of population.

In Colombia there are a lot of opportunities coming of the rural side. Colombian coffee has

been praised throughout the years by the most sophisticated customers. Unfortunately Colom-

bia‚Äôs high potential for agriculture and rural development is not been supported. Or even

worse this potential is been used for the cultivation of illegal plants, particularly cocaine. This is
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a problem that is still present in this country and has to be addressed as soon as possible.

For these and many other reasons people living out of agricultural activities does not have

good conditions and their products are underestimated. A high percentage of people living of this

field receive a very low income when compared to urban activities. Taking this into consideration

it is a factor that from one way or another is affecting inequality.

Up to this point there are a lot of factors that are been considered to model the income

inequality in Colombia, besides the crisis periods, that is one of the most important features of

this thesis. However we will add a couple more these factors trying to come up with a model that

represent in the better way the current situation of the country.

The next factor to be analyzed will be the life expectancy at birth in Colombian society.

This is a pretty good indicator to establish whether a country offers good living conditions to

its population or not. We will try to establish a relation between life expectancy and income

inequality. The development of this indicator in Colombia and worldwide is following the same

patron since the beginning of its measure and it is a growing tendency with time. This is in big

part thanks to the increasing economic conditions of societies.

It would be expected for the purposes of the study that an inverse relationship between this

indicator and income inequality is presented. This means the more people is expected to live is

because of good health conditions that are also related to good economic conditions that at the

same time would reduce inequity problems for a better society.

Finally the last factor that will take into account to try to model inequality in Colombian

society is education. In an intuitive way it would be expected that the higher the number of

people is getting educated is the lower the Gini coefficient must be. In other words there should

be an inverse relationship between the two variables. This is a condition that is also satisfied in

developed countries where basic education completion rates tend to be high specially at basic

level, meaning primary and secondary.

6.1 Explanatory Variables

Selected explanatory variables:

• Crisis period: Dummy variable. This variable takes the value of ”0” if the year is not

considered a crisis period. Otherwise it will take the value of ”1” this means that the given

year is considered a crisis period.
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• Poverty head count (%) (International standard ($1,9)): Continuous variable. This variable

reflects the percentage of Colombian society that is living in poverty according to the

international standard of 1.9 $ US Dollars received per day.

• GDP per capita ($US): Continuous variable. This variable estimates the Gross Domestic

Product generated by one person.

• Percentage of rural population: Continuous variable. This variable measures the percentage

of people living outside the urban population.

• Corruption perception index (0 to 100): Continuous variable. This variable reflects the

situation of a given country in terms of corruption. The score is given from ”0” to ”100”

being zero the lowest score and a very high corruption level and being one hundred the best

possible score with low levels of corruption.

• Life expectancy at birth: Continuous variable. This variable estimates the average age that

a person will live in the year that person was born. Higher values suggest better economic

and social conditions.

• Primary education pupils (millions of people): Continuous variable. This variable counts

the number of active primary school student in a given territory at a certain year.

6.2 Program Used

The software in which the experiment was done was STATA. This is a statistical program that can

be used for multiple types of regressions or statistical models such as ANOVA or MANOVA among

others. It is also useful to verify assumptions and predict values when the model is established.

Also it offers graphical features to better understand underlying results. In the figure (6.2) the

interface of the program is shown.

FIGURE 6.2. Program Interface. Figure reproduced with STATA
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6.3 Data Collection

All data was taken from public domain websites. Specifically the data was taken from the World

Bank website for the majority of the variables. The only variable that was taken from a different

organization was the corruption perception index that was taken from Transparency Interna-

tional.

In the figures (6.3)(6.4) the collected data is shown for all the variables.

The data was divided in to separate images for a better understanding of the same but both

images correspond to the same database model.

Detailed data of: crisis period, GDP per capita, corruption perception index and poverty

headcount radio for the periods of interest.Figure (6.3)

FIGURE 6.3. Detailed Data crisis period... Figure reproduced with STATA

Detailed data of: percentage of rural population, life expectancy, primary education pupils

and Gini coefficient for the periods of interest.Figure (6.4)
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FIGURE 6.4. Detailed Data % rural population... Figure reproduced with STATA

6.4 Variables Description

Description of the variables in the STATA program: In the figure (6.5) we can see a basic

description of the data. The image shows the number of variables involved in the experiment as

well as the number of observations and the size of the matrix. Also in the lower part of the image

it is displayed the label of each variable and the storage type of each of them.

FIGURE 6.5. Data basic description. Figure reproduced with STATA
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Next, in figure (6.6) we will see a general description of the variables involved in statistical

terms: For each of the variables it is possible to see the number of observations with its respective

mean and standard deviation. Also we can see the intervals for each of the variables. Or in other

words the minimum and maximum value that the variable take in the experiment.

FIGURE 6.6. Variables General Description. Figure reproduced with STATA

More detailed information about all variables are shown in the figures (6.7,6.8,6.21,6.10,??,6.12,

6.13). The variance of the variable and the Kurtosis of the same are exposed. Moreover there is a

quartile breakdown for each of the variables, showing the minimum and maximum value of each

of the quartiles.

FIGURE 6.7. Variables detailed information crisis. Figure reproduced with STATA

The crisis variable can only take values of zero and one that is why up to the 75% mark

all value are zero. This tells us that the majority of the values that this variable take are zero.
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Specifically only six values out of seventeen take the value of one.

FIGURE 6.8. Variables detailed information GDP per capita. Figure reproduced with
STATA

In this chart is shown that the minimum value that this variable takes is 2164 US dollars of

GDP per capita in the lowest year. While the maximum value that the variable takes is 8030 US

dollars. This is a value of almost four times the minimum value. So it can be intuited that the

standard deviation must be high. On the other hand the average value is 4705 US dollars.

FIGURE 6.9. Variables detailed information corruption perception index. Figure repro-
duced with STATA

The corruption perception index is a variable that takes high values when corruption is low,

on the other hand it takes low values for evident corruption situations. The minimum value is 27

and the maximum value is 40. In this case the standard deviation of the variable is low. While

the mean value is 35.58.
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FIGURE 6.10. Variables detailed information poverty head count. Figure reproduced
with STATA

Poverty headcount radio (%) the minimum value that the variable takes is 4.5% while the

higher value is over 20%. This variable present a downward slope tendency when plotted in time.

This is a good indicator that shows that poverty percentages are getting low with time.

FIGURE 6.11. Variables detailed rural population. Figure reproduced with STATA

The rural population variable has the lowest standard deviation of all variables. Many of the

observation present similar values. However the tendency of this variable is to diminish with

time. The minimum percentage of rural population is 9.68% while the higher is 10.56%.
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FIGURE 6.12. Variables detailed life expectancy. Figure reproduced with STATA

Life expectancy variable contrary to the behavior of the other analyzed variables have an

upward tendency whit time. This is also a good economic indicator that reflects the wellbeing

of population. The lowest value of this variable is 69.75 while the higher is 74.4 expected years

lived.

FIGURE 6.13. Variables detailed Gini Coefficient. Figure reproduced with STATA

The Gini coefficient variable presents a diminishing behavior with time. The higher value is

58.7 and it is presented in the first years in which the indicator was measured. On the other hand

the lower value of 50.8 corresponds to one of the last years in which the indicator was measured.

Hopefully this tendency continuous in this way for many years to come.

In the next sections the linear relation between the regressors and the dependent variable

will be shown. This is done to have an idea of the kind of relation between variable, whether it is

direct or inverse. It is also useful to see how good the point of the variables fit into the line.

1. Two way graph Gini Index VS. Crisis Period
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FIGURE 6.14. Two way graph Gini Index VS. Crisis Period. Figure reproduced with
STATA

In this graph it can be seen a tendency in which higher Gini coefficients tend to be associated

with crisis. Even if there are some values that present a high Gini when there is not crisis.

2. Two way graph Gini Index VS. GDP per Capita

FIGURE 6.15. Two way graph Gini Index VS. GDP per Capita. Figure reproduced with
STATA
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In this graph it is appreciated that Gini coefficient tends to reduce with the increase of

GDP per capita. The bigger the GDP, the better the economic situation for the country and

also for the inequality conditions.

3. Two way graph Gini Index VS. Corruption perception index

FIGURE 6.16. Two way graph Gini Index VS. Corruption perception index. Figure
reproduced with STATA

This variable seems to take the contrary behavior that would be expected but is not like that.

In fact it is a very useful variable. It present a inverse relationship with Gini coefficient

this is because the higher the corruption coefficient, the better for the corruption situation.

The less corrupt countries of the world present high indicators while the low values reflect

a bad situation in terms of corruption. This explains why the tendency is that way.

4. Two way graph Gini Index VS. Poverty head count radio
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FIGURE 6.17. Two way graph Gini Index VS. Poverty head count radio. Figure repro-
duced with STATA

In this graph the points are very close to the tendency line. There is a direct relationship

between the percentage of people living in conditions of poverty and the Gini coefficient.

High values of poverty correspond to high values of income inequality.

5. Two way graph Gini Index VS. Percentage of Rural Population

FIGURE 6.18. Two way graph Gini Index VS. Percentage of Rural Population. Figure
reproduced with STATA

Rural population also shows a direct relationship between the two of them. This means

that the more people living in rural areas the higher the Gini coefficient is. This conduct

can be explain for the poor economic condition of this population and the disinterest of the

government.
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6. Two way graph Gini Index VS. Life Expectancy

FIGURE 6.19. Two way graph Gini Index VS. Life Expectancy. Figure reproduced with
STATA

His graph shows a surprising result that has nothing to do with theory. It shows a direct

relationship between the two of them while in reality it should be the other way around.

The more people in a country is educated the lower the inequality should be. This is not

the case in this situation. This can lead to wrong conclusions and experiments related with

this variable should be looked closer.

7. Two way graph Gini Index VS. Primary Education Pupils

FIGURE 6.20. Two way graph Gini Index VS. Primary Education Pupils. Figure repro-
duced with STATA

73



CHAPTER 6. STATISTICAL MODEL

Life expectancy and Gini coefficient present an inverse relationship. In other words the

higher the life expectancy is the lower the Gini coefficient for that specific period of time.

This makes sense since this indicator shows the welfare state of society.

Assumptions for the lineal model: Next it will be shown all the assumptions that a model

should satisfy in order to be considered valid and make conclusions of its results. The different

assumptions are listed as follows:

• ”The sample is representative of the population for the inference prediction”.

In the case of this investigation this is the case since all available data of the independent

variable (Gini coefficient) was taken into consideration. So the sample can be as good as it

can be.

• ”The error is a random variable with a mean of zero conditional on the explanatory vari-

ables”.

To prove this assumption two different approaches will be followed the first one is a graphi-

cal test to try to identify the shape that the residuals take versus their density. The second

approach is a statistical test that will conclude if the variable is normally distributed or

not. Specifically the Shapiro-Wilk test will be done.

The goal is to NOT attain statistical significance since in that case the variable will differ

greatly from a normal distribution. we do not want evidence to refuse the null hypothesis,

which is that the variable is normally distributed.

• ”The independent variables are measured with no error”.

All the variables that were selected are public domain information that is owned and

calculated by serious agencies such as the world bank or the Bank of the republic of

Colombia. There are no incoherencies in the way the variable is measured in time.

• ”The independent variables (predictors) are linearly independent, i.e. it is not possible to

express any predictor as a linear combination of the others”.

To test this assumption the variance inflation factor of the variables of the model will be

calculated to find statistical evidence of independence or dependence between regressors.

• ”The errors are uncorrelated, that is, the variance‚Äìcovariance matrix of the errors is

diagonal and each non-zero element is the variance of the error”.

This assumption will be tested when the model and coefficients are ready to be used and

calculate residual errors. The way in which it would be done is through a graphic of residual

versus fitted values in order to see the behavior of the variable and make conclusions.

• ”The variance of the error is constant across observations (homoscedasticity)”.

For this assumption two different statistical tests will be performed. Similarly to the
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previous explained statistical test we do not want evidence to refuse the null hypothesis,

which is that the variable (residual errors) follows a homoscedasticity pattern. The names

of the tests are Cameron & Trivedi’s decomposition of IM-test and Breusch-Pagan / Cook-

Weisberg test for heteroskedasticity.

The statistical test will be applied pertinently in the following steps.

The figure (6.21) shows the correlation index for each pair of variables for the experiment:

Positive numbers will show a direct correlation between the two variables while negative numbers

will show an inverse relationship of the same.

FIGURE 6.21. Correlation Index. Figure reproduced with STATA

6.5 Regression model

For the design of the regression model a big set of variables were selected to explain in a precise

way the behavior of the dependent variable that in our case is the Gini coefficient. This is a

first step that had the goal of approach the problem and see if the selected variables could be

helpful for the development of the model. However when the regression was done for all the

variables, turned out that some of the variables did not showed statistical significance. This could

be considered as normal, since for the model eight different variables were selected.

In order to make the model statistically more effective, the stepwise regression was performed

with all the variables. In this kind of regression variables are added or taken away according to

an established rule that allows to make structured decisions. The approach that was done for

the model was a backward elimination model. Under this point of view one rule is established to
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decide what variable should be eliminated (if any) and when to stop the elimination process.

One of the conditions for making this process is to have a higher amount of observation that

number of variables. In our case this is not a problem since we count with seventeen observations

and seven regressors.

In the case of this experiment the rule that was set is that the variable that shows the less

statistical significance is eliminated and the regression is done one more time to check if the

model fulfills the expectations of the researcher.

The first iteration of the process was done with seven regressors and one dependent variable.

Results of the regression are shown next in the figure (6.22).

FIGURE 6.22. First Iteration process. Figure reproduced with STATA

In the first iteration of the process we got an excellent R-squared of almost 96%. How-

ever a lot of the variables in the model do not show statistical significance. For this reason we

eliminate the variable that shows the less amount of significance and it would be Life Expectancy.

We do the regression again with six regressors now (Crisis, GDP per capita, Corruption

Perception Index, Poverty Headcount Radio, Rural population and Primary Education Pupils).

Results of the second regression are shown next in the figure (6.23).
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FIGURE 6.23. Second Iteration process. Figure reproduced with STATA

In the second iteration of the process we also got an excellent R-squared of almost 96%.

However a lot of the variables in the model do not show statistical significance. For this reason we

eliminate the next variable that shows the less amount of significance and it would be Primary

Education Pupils.

We do the regression again with five regressors now (Crisis, GDP per capita, Corruption

Perception Index, rural population and Poverty Headcount Radio).

Results of the third regression are shown next in the figure (6.24).

FIGURE 6.24. Third Iteration process. Figure reproduced with STATA
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In the third iteration of the process we also got an excellent R-squared of almost 96%. This

time all of the variables in the model show statistical significance. However if we analyze the

constant of the model is not significant moreover the p-value of it is very high. However this can

be considered as normal and a model can adjust well to a given situation even if the constant

Beta zero is not significant. So the next step will be to check that all the assumptions of the model

are satisfied.

The first thing will be to check that the residuals are not correlated. To this end will test with a

graphic of Residual Errors Versus Fitted Values (Figure 6.25). In this test what we are looking for

is that the errors should follow a random distribution. There cannot be long sequences of points

that increases or decreases for three or more periods. Also there should not be points outside the

two and minus two lines. In this case none of those things happens we can say that the errors are

nor correlated due to the fairly evidence shown in the graph.

FIGURE 6.25. graphic of Residual Errors Versus Fitted Values. Figure reproduced with
STATA

The next assumption that we will test is the constant variance of the errors (homoscedasticity).

To this end we will apply a heteroskedasticity test that should not give statistical evidence that

the errors follow that distribution.

First we apply IM-Test that returns a p-value of 0.3856. This means that there is no statistical

evidence of heteroskedasticity.
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FIGURE 6.26. IM-Test. Figure reproduced with STATA

In a second test we should verify that this is correct so we perform a Breusch-Pagan / Cook-

Weisberg test for heteroskedasticity. Similarly to the first time the test should not fount statistical

evidence of heteroskedasticity.

The returned value of the test is 0.2996 so we do not find statistical evidence of heteroskedas-

ticity. So we can conclude that there is homoscedasticity.

FIGURE 6.27. Breusch-Pagan / Cook-Weisberg test for heteroskedasticity. Figure repro-
duced with STATA

Now the normality assumption of the errors must be proven. To make this a graphical display

of the errors will be presented. The distribution of it must follow a similar distribution of the

standard normal. Next image shows a display of errors versus their corresponded density.
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FIGURE 6.28. Graphical display of the errors. Figure reproduced with STATA

According to the graphic that we see above it is coherent to say that the errors follow a

normal distribution when plotted against its density. However as this is an ambiguous refer-

ence and could be subject to interpretation we will confirm the assumption with an statistical test.

A Shapiro-Wilk W test for normal data will be performed. In this test again we do not

want to see statistical significance because otherwise it would show that our data is departing

significantly of what it is expected from a normal distribution.

FIGURE 6.29. Shapiro-Wilk W test for normal data. Figure reproduced with STATA

The test does not show statistical significance so we can determine that the errors follow a

normal distribution. And we fulfill this assumption.

Finally it should be proved that the independent variables are not linearly correlated. To do

so the variance inflation factor of the variables will be calculated. The expected results should be

values under five or maximum ten.
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FIGURE 6.30. Variance inflation factor of the variables. Figure reproduced with STATA

The variance inflation factor of poverty head count radio is above ten and also the one of

rural population is higher than seven. Taking these values into consideration, it is not possible to

say that the model satisfies the condition of non-lineal correlation between independent variables.

For this reason we conclude that the model could be better and the decision is to eliminate

the next variable that shows the less amount of significance and it would be Poverty Headcount

Radio as we can see from the regression.

We do the regression again with four regressors now (Crisis, GDP per capita, Corruption

Perception Index and Rural Population).

Results of the fourth regression are shown next in the figure (6.31).

FIGURE 6.31. Fourth Iteration process. Figure reproduced with STATA
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In the fourth iteration of the process we also got an excellent R-squared of 93%. This time one

variable in the model does not show statistical significance. For this reason we eliminate this

variable that is showing the less amount of significance and it is GDP per capita.

We do the regression again with three regressors now (Crisis, Corruption Perception Index

and Rural Population).

Results of the fifth regression are shown next in the figure(6.32).

FIGURE 6.32. Fifth Iteration process. Figure reproduced with STATA

In this case all of the variables show statistical significance, the R-squared is also very high

with more of 92% of explained variance. The only detail that could not be very good is that the

constant is not significant with a confidence level of 5%. However with a confidence level a little

higher that 7% the constant can also be taken into consideration.

Taking into account that this is a very good model and all of the variables are significant we

can stop the process and keep this as the final version of the model. Now the test should be done

to guarantee that this model is valid and satisfy assumptions.

The first thing that will be show is a graph of standard errors versus fitted values (6.33) to

test if the errors are uncorrelated. In this test what we are looking for is that the errors should

follow a random distribution. There cannot be long sequences of points that increases or decreases

for three or more periods. Also there should not be points outside the two and minus two lines. In

this case none of those things happens so we can say that the errors are nor correlated due to the

fairly evidence shown in the graph.
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FIGURE 6.33. graph of standard errors versus fitted values . Figure reproduced with
STATA

The next assumption that we will test is the constant variance of the errors (homoscedasticity).

To this end we will apply a heteroskedasticity test that should not give statistical evidence that

the errors follow that distribution.

First we apply IM-Test that returns a p-value of 0.1613. This means that there is no statistical

evidence of heteroskedasticity.

FIGURE 6.34. IM- Test . Figure reproduced with STATA

In a second test we should verify that this is correct so we perform a Breusch-Pagan / Cook-
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Weisberg test (figure 6.35)for heteroskedasticity. Similarly to the first time the test should not

fount statistical evidence of heteroskedasticity.

The returned value of the test is 0.5981 so we do not find statistical evidence of heteroskedas-

ticity. So we can conclude that there is homoscedasticity.

FIGURE 6.35. Breusch-Pagan / Cook-Weisberg test . Figure reproduced with STATA

Next we will have to prove that the errors are normally distributed. To this end a graphical

display of the errors will be presented in the figure (6.36). The distribution of it must follow a

similar distribution of the standard normal. Next image shows a display of errors versus density.

FIGURE 6.36. Graphical display of the errors. Figure reproduced with STATA

In the graphical analysis it is not very clear that the data follows a normal distribution even

if we can see fair evidence but not irrefutable. For this reason a Shapiro-Wilk W test for normal

data will be performed (6.37). In this test again we do not want to see statistical significance
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because otherwise it would show that our data is departing significantly of what it is expected

from a normal distribution.

FIGURE 6.37. Shapiro-Wilk W test. Figure reproduced with STATA

The test does not show statistical significance so we can determine that the errors follow a

normal distribution. And we fulfill this assumption.

Finally it should be proved that the independent variables are not linearly correlated. To do

so the variance inflation factor of the three variables will be calculated. The expected results

should be values under five or maximum ten. In our case the VIF values are very low so it is

possible to say that the independent variables are not linearly correlated.

FIGURE 6.38. Variance Inflation Factor. Figure reproduced with STATA

Also it is reasonable to check again the graph of residual errors versus predicted values.

Checking that the observations are randomly distributed and do not follow a pattern and there

are not atypical values above or below two.
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FIGURE 6.39. Graph of residual errors versus predicted values. Figure reproduced with
STATA

After applying all tests to the selected model and proving the most relevant assumptions we

can affirm that the model is significant. The model can be used to identify correlations between

the independent variables and the dependent one. However it will not be so useful for predicting

values in the future.

In order to better support the experiment a further analysis will be performed not only for

Colombia, but also other countries that have also experienced periods of crisis. Specifically the

selected countries are Colombia, Argentina, Thailand, Spain, Mexico, Italy and Greece. However

the information for all the countries was not complete. Since for some countries the beginning of

the measurement of the Gini coefficient began in the first years of two thousand.

Taking this into consideration and for the purposes of the experiment it will be treated as

an unbalanced panel. This means that the values are not found for all periods of time for all the

different groups, which in our case would be the countries for which we will perform the study. In

the following image the statistical data is shown.
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FIGURE 6.40. Statistical Data I .

FIGURE 6.41. Statistical Data II.
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FIGURE 6.42. Statistical Data III.

FIGURE 6.43. Statistical Data IV.
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FIGURE 6.44. Statistical Data V.

FIGURE 6.45. Statistical Data VI.
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FIGURE 6.46. Statistical Data VII.

As it can be seen from the data, there are some countries that have more data than others.

Also the years for which the data are available are not the same for every country. That is the

reason why the panel is considered as unbalanced.

From STATA we will create a panel divided into groups according to a determined variable.

For the case of this experiment it will be the country. Consequently we will have a total of seven

groups. This step is shown in the next figure.

FIGURE 6.47. Data time spam. Figure reproduced with STATA

As it can be seen from the image the time spam of the data begins in 1993 and and at 2016.

However as previously mentioned the panel presents gaps and is unbalanced. The next figure

shows that there are seven different groups referring to ”n” present in twentyfour different

periods in which the delta is one since the data is taken year by year.

In the lower part of the image it is possible to see the distribution of the different groups

(countries) . Three of the groups have almost none of the first half of data. The other four groups
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present more frequent data been organized from less to more dense group. The groups as a whole

present a good overall density.

FIGURE 6.48. Groups Presented. Figure reproduced with STATA

Next it will be shown the linear relationship that exists between the Gini coefficient and the

independent variables. The first image corresponds Gini coefficient VS GDP per capita.

FIGURE 6.49. Linear Relationship. Figure reproduced with STATA

Meaning that the Gini coefficient is inversely related to GDP per capita. The second image

correspond Gini coefficient VS poverty headcount radio.
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FIGURE 6.50. Gini coefficient VS poverty headcount radio. Figure reproduced with
STATA

Meaning that the Gini coefficient is directly related to poverty headcount ratio.

First of all a simple regression will be applied with put taking the groups into consideration.

In other words a similar experiment as the one performed with Colombia will be applied. This

experiment would be the equivalent to take the whole one hundred and nine data as it would be

just one country. Results are the following.

FIGURE 6.51. Result from the model. Figure reproduced with STATA

In this model crisis factor and corruption perception index are not significant. In fact there

p-value for crisis is 0.87 suggesting that the variable should not be taken into consideration. Also

according to the coefficients it shows that the Gini index decreases with a crisis periods which is
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completely opposite to the expected behavior.

Nevertheless this analysis is biased since it is not taking into consideration a significant

condition which is the division of the groups. The next step to be followed would be to perform

the same analysis but taking the division into consideration and see if the results change or not.

When the regresssion is performed as a panel with unbalanced data it is obtained:

FIGURE 6.52. Regression performed and unbalanced data. Figure reproduced with
STATA

In this case most of the independent variables of the model are significant and more im-

portantly the crisis variable have a p-value of almost zero which means that is a significant

variable. This experiment shows a completely different result compared to the previous one.

The coefficients are coherent showing that increases in GDP diminish inequality as well as the

perceived corruption index which is the expected outcome. On the other hand crisis and poverty

headcount radio increases Gini coefficient. Both of them are coherent results supported by facts

and theory.

The next step to make the model more coherent with reality will be to correlate the Gini

coefficient of year ”x” with the crisis value of the year ”x + 1” since a crisis period has an impact

in the future not necessarily in the exact same period.
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FIGURE 6.53. Gini coefficient of year correlated with the crisis value of the year. Figure
reproduced with STATA

Results are similar to the previous model even the variables that were significant and the one

that were not significant remain the same. However the values do change as well as the p-value

of each of them, in most of the cases increasing.

Similarly on what we did in the Colombian case the least significant variable will be taken out

of consideration on the experiment. In the case of the preceding regression, the least significant

variable was corruption perception index. So this variable is taken out of the model.

Results will be shown in the next figure as follows.

FIGURE 6.54. Corruption perception index taken out. Figure reproduced with STATA

In this case all the regressors have a very low p-value and the expected behavior of each
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variable is the expected one. Crisis period, with a lag of one year, increments the Gini coefficient

by 1.38 points. This result is similar to the one obtained with Colombia’s experiment that was

1.76 points. Also, increases in the GDP per-capita, reduces the Gini coefficient similarly to the

results of the other situations. Last but no least poverty headcount radio increases inequality.

All results show statistical evidence and are coherent either with intuitive concepts as well as

previously analyzed theory.
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Conclusions and Recommendations

According to the investigation made in the previous section we can affirm that there exists

statistical evidence that proves the effect that some variables have of Gini Index as a measure of

inequality. In the first place the correlation between economic crisis and increase of inequality

was proven. In the majority of the models created in the thesis this variable always showed a

direct correlation to Gini coefficient. Specifically according to the results of the investigation, a

crisis period can increase this coefficient between 1.38 and 1.76 points. This result was confirmed

when the analysis was made for Colombian society as well as when it was performed to the data

panel of seven different countries in the world.

This variable always showed statistical evidence in the impact on the independent variable

(Gini coefficient). In the same way other variables were analyzed, to list some of the variables that

did not showed statistical evidence it was founded: The number of pupils on primary level showed

no significance and was one of the first variables to be taken out of consideration. However this

definitely does not means that education does not play a role on inequality. In fact all of the

variables that were selected for the model have a relative importance and impact on inequality.

Education is one of the most important factors in the reduction of inequality however the

selected variable did not show a strong correlation with the independent variable. An important

conclusion of this analysis is that the results should be interpreted with attention. The fact that

a variable does not show statistical significance does not mean that a bigger factor that includes

that variable should also be non-significant.

To make another example the life expectancy did not show a strong bond or influence on the

predicted variable, but from theory we know that highly developed countries have a significantly

higher life expectancy levels than others and also very low Gini coefficients.

The variables that counted the most in the development of the analysis, besides from economic

97



CHAPTER 7. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

crisis, were poverty headcount radio, corruption perception index and percentage of people living

in rural areas.

Starting from the first one, extreme poverty levels certainly influence levels of inequality,

especially from the way that the Gini index is calculated. The higher the portion of people living

in extremely poor conditions the higher the inequality will be. The same results occur the other

way around. If there is a small group that owns a great amount of wealth this will cause a

distortion in the distribution of resources.

One of the most interesting facts that came out of this investigation is the impact that rural

population has on the inequality of the country. There was a clear tendency that was also statisti-

cally proven, that showed that the lower the proportion of people living in rural areas the lower

the Gini coefficient would be. This is surprisingly truth since in Colombia there is an internal

conflict that affects greatly the people living in the country side. Moreover government policies

do not favor at all these kinds of jobs and the national product is sold as such low prices that they

can only cover its basic needs.

Finally, other variable that showed statistical evidence was the corruption perception index.

As it could be imagined the less corrupt a country is the less inequality there will be. However

this measure was not so clear due to the ambiguous way in which it is calculated and it could

change from one point of view to another.

The variable crisis showed a negative impact in the majority of the scenarios. Governments

should take this into consideration when a situation like that happens.

The performed model had limitations since the data that was analyzed was not complete and

it was very recent. Also the used methodology does not completely satisfy all required conditions

for a model to be significant. The selected data did not have any random display.

All of the countries and years were selected due to the availability of the data and never

was based in a random manner. Also eliminating variables according to convenience can lead to

inconsistencies and can make the model adapt to a specific set of data.

According to the results of the study a crisis period worsen inequality levels and most of the

time the income mobility that occurs affect the lower classes. In other words in a crisis periods

the ones that have the less are the one that can be affected more severely.

Taking this into consideration governments and especially in the Colombian case where the
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study was done, should take action that compensates this situation. In a crisis period unemploy-

ment rates arrive to very high levels and the most affected people are the one with low formation

that most of the times correspond to people with limited resources.

A crisis period should make government to turn their eyes not only in the reactivation of the

economy but also to the compensation of people with low economic power.

On the other hand and specifically in the Colombian case, government should take actions to

support people living of the earth. For many people that have live all of their lives in a village the

only way to seek for a better future, is to go to the big cities of the country. This profession should

be taken more into consideration since the play a fundamental role in our society. Investment

from part of the governments in rural areas is necessary for the development of the agricultural

industry and its related fields.

Reducing inequality is an effective way to make a country grow. If all people can offer society

the best of their capacities it would create an important impact in the development of the country.

This is not the case if opportunities are denied for people without a good starting point. In this

sense it is not only about economic inequality but also inequality of education or inequality of

opportunities. A government should guarantee a system in which meritocracy is the base of

progress.
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