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Over the last few years, challenges of land management are related to the sustainability:
environmental sustainability, but also cultural, social and geographical one. The complexity
of this process focus the attention on landscapes and historical lands of "everyday life".
This has been possible thanks to a layered of natural and artificial elements, but also
thanks to the intangible aspects that creates, transforms and defines local identities.
This thesis want to give a methodological approach for the analysis of a lost cultural
heritage: mills in Val Sangone. Thanks to a multidisciplinary vision we experimented the
connection between GIS tools and historical studies.
With the historical method we found out the "gaps" and "latent traces". This was important
to understand the transformations that have taken place during the years and that can still
influence the dynamics of the territory today. The study focus on a critical analysis and
interpretation of bibliographical, cartographical and iconographical sources. Moreover,
thanks to the collaboration of various public authority, it was possible to find out also
unedited sources.
The use of GIS tools made possible to transform the collected data into "metafontas"
organized in a database and proceed to the "spatialization" of them. This operational
phase was also supported thanks to the integration between the Spatial Data
Infrastructure (SDI), known as "geoportals", and the information contained in the
Landscape Plan of the Piedmont Region.
Due to the availability of digitization of historical cartography, it was also possible to
compare and georeference it with today's cartography. So it was possible to proceed also
with the geolocation of mills in Val Sangone. The research allows the experimenting of a
replicable and adaptable method also for other contexts. The thesis provide a scientific
and multidisciplinary method that can support projects of protection and enhancement of
the widespread heritage.
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