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“Ollas” urban phenomenon in the city of Bo-
gotá, intends to analyze the cases known as 
“ollas” in the Colombian capital scenario, un-
derstanding these urban decay cases from an 
abstract concept applied to an area of high 
complexity where spatial, institutional and 
social factors converge and result in a built 
territory inhabited by vulnerable populations 
isolated from legality and conventional city 
dynamics; the above, with the aim of gene-
rating an urban and architectural proposal in 
the character of a model of acting based on 
the analysis of causes and effects of the entire 
system.
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The cities are composed by a series of com-
plex networks of relationships that shape an 
urban fabric based on the social condition de-
veloping around the territory. The urbanism 
that rules most human establishments today, 
can be clearly differentiated by the conditions 
in which the inhabitants have appropriated the 
spaces that constitute the urban centers.

In the case of the city of Bogotá, the contras-
ting territory is notorious. The capital district 
stands as the largest urban center in the coun-
try, which has a great historical, economic, 
and social burden and yet stands out strongly 
for its anti-value of urban deterioration.

Within the rest of the city, some sectors coexist 
despite of being on undergoing process of de-
terioration because of urbanistic and social 
reasons that determined the spatialization of 
the crime and marginal dynamics. This issue 
has spread and become more complex over 
time.

The areas called “ollas”, remind the city the 
consequences of oblivion and indifference 
toward broken zones, and at the same time, 
set an opportunity to transform the urban en-
vironment through architectural actions.

1. Approach and analysis of the gene-
ral deterioration problem and its transla-
tion into the specific situation of “ollas”. 

2. Study of the urban phenomenon to 
identify problematics and opportunities. 

3. Characterization of the case stu-
dies’ sites accompanied by a framework 
of concepts and references that su-
pport the interpretation of the matter. 

4. State the urban projections. 

5. Formulate a manual/model/catalog for 
urban and architectural actions using ur-
ban tools which area applied to the refered 
case studies.

To propose an urban and architectural 
approach based on the relationships of city 
phenomenon that resulted in deteriorated 
“olla” spaces, through the analysis of the rei-
teration of situations and their consequences, 
in order to recover and renew the urban space.

1. Investigate the objectives of interventions 
in the urban space, through the study of its 
repercussions in the city, in order to com-
plement the effective action strategies in 
the urban revitalization of marginal sectors. 

2. Identify the particularities of a disrup-
ted urban space, by means of the analy-
sis of the functioning of the city regar-
ding the existing “ollas”, in order to 
elaborate a proposal according to the determi-
nants and conditions of the specific contexts. 

3. Revalue as a whole the dimensions that 
are part of the problem of deterioration, throu-
gh the forceful incorporation of the social, 
cultural and historical factor, to formulate 
an inclusive project that handles all the ele-
ments of the urban phenomenon in the sector. 

4. Identify the system of “ollas” as zones of 
high complexity, by means of the study of 
the previous similar experiences, to identi-
fy guidelines that direct the urban approach 
towards the integral recovery of the area. 

5. Propose guidelines that support the 
approach to a model of urban and architectural 
strategies to be applied in the case of an urban 
“olla”.
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The urban layout is reshaped towards openness and porosity through the physical and func-
tional reinterpretation of warehouses, key points in "olla" spaces, that together with recy-
cling as intrinsically linked activity, can be potentiated like hybrid active devices; no longer 
vacant, closed to the urban space and in poor conditions.
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New facilities with a social approach design take the place of deteriorated buildings/with 
negative impact, and combined with areas for collective use, the architectural compound 
manages to integrate the marginalized territory and connect in a sustainable rapport the 
community with functional public space.



138 139

U
rb

an
 s

tr
at

eg
ie

s



140 141

U
rb

an
 s

tr
at

eg
ie

s



142 143

U
rb

an
 s

tr
at

eg
ie

s



144 145

U
rb

an
 s

tr
at

eg
ie

s



146 147

U
rb

an
 s

tr
at

eg
ie

s



148 149

U
rb

an
 s

tr
at

eg
ie

s



150 151

U
rb

an
 s

tr
at

eg
ie

s



152 153

U
rb

an
 s

tr
at

eg
ie

s



154 155

U
rb

an
 s

tr
at

eg
ie

s



156 157

U
rb

an
 s

tr
at

eg
ie

s

"Ollas" spaces' perception is planned to be reshaped with the help of anchor 
buildings to attract new dynamics and bring cohesion. A lively district for creati-
ve development, culture and leisure is proposed as well as the reuse and adap-
tation of no-man's-land to turn it into active points of the city.
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The revived "caño" as a linear park is connected to the new system of green public space and 
sport and recreational zones; part of the sustainable strategy for attract population, create 
site identity and infiltrate the green element. Altogether works along a permeable residen-
tial layout, social-integration workshops and the mix-of-use in existing buildings towards a 
dynamic ground floor that buffers the urban elements' edges.
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