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Cly castle is placed on the top of a rocky headland in Saint Denis, Valle d’Aosta, 
Italy. Built around the 11th century, it presents a primary structure characterizing the 
models of ancient castles. This structure is currently in ruin, but it is still partially 
readable, since its evolution crystallized following the abandonment and the 
plundering of the 1600's.  
 

 
 

North-west View of the castle of Cly 
 
The challenge of this work consisted in clarifying how much history and how much 
mythology were revolving around this kind of structure, trying to reconstruct its 
evolution and trying therefore to define its chronological sequence on the basis of a 
chrono-typological analysis, carried out on the most remarkable element of the 
complex. 
 



I refer to the main tower of the castle of which, thanks to the method of stratigraphic 
analysis combined with the archival research, we could propose the most precise 
possible datings. Moreover, the employed method has been extremely important for 
the definition of a “yard of the acquaintance” in which the synergy between history 
and archaeology is revalued for the planning of a series of interventions aiming to 
protect, in its complexity, the cultural and historical wealth of the structure.  
Based on the historical analysis, we proceeded detecting the main evolutionary 
phases through a careful observation of the building and the reconstruction of a total 
plan.  
 

 
 

The castle of Cly and its evolution 
 
The virtual reconstruction by simple volumes of the complex allowed to put in 
evidence the various evolutionary phases of the structure. From the 
acknowledgement of the most ancient block, that is the tower, we passed to a more 
complex body characterized by a boundary wall, some service buildings and a 
chapel, then to a third phase of widening of the town-walls and  addition of height to 
the main tower, and, at the end, to the realization of a residential body towards south.  
The analysis of the historical stratifications concerned the tower as primitive nucleus 
connoting the castle.  



 
 

Analysis of the historical stratifications of the prospect South of the main tower 
 
The aim of this work consisted in experiencing a relatively new method of approach 
to the knowledge of the tower. After having reordered and synthetized the incredible 
amount of information, the combination of the stratigraphic analysis and the 
historical-archival research allows us to add an element  to the present information 
on the castle.  
The conservation project becomes therefore the basis for the maintenance of a 
source of information from which the future readings of the building depend. From 
here the importance to guarantee the survival and the duration of the structure, with 
conservative interventions, always recognizable and reversible, to ensure the reading 
possibility also in future. 
In conclusion, the “yard of the acquaintance” that has been attempted to develop  for 
Cly has a twofold scope: on one side, the formulation of line guides for the proposal 
of a plan of conservation addressing to the more meaningful portion of the complex, 
studied on the basis of a relief of the structure and its degradations with the support 
of photographic images; on the other side, the focus of the attention on a structure of 
great historical and cultural interest.  
 
 
 
 
 



In such a way, the “yard of the acquaintance”, testifying the mutations occurred 
during the centuries, would place a basis for the evolution of the cognitive process of 
the historical context to supply fundamental elements to the reconstruction of those 
puzzle that by now for a long time, historicists and archaeologists from Valle d'Aosta 
are trying to reconstruct in a region where, until  two decades ago, the Middle Ages 
was subordinated to the roman period. 
 
Video North Side: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kXyiOINlO2E 
Video South Side: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tAQmDHYh3eo 
 
For further information, e-mail: 
Nadia Raveraz: jayna@tim.it 
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