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This thesis wants to "ennobling" the ancient Stazione Idrometrica di Santhià, one of 
the many historic buildings with artistic and architectural value situated on our 
territory, trying to restore his historical identity, contextualized to the current economic 
reality and the needs of the territory. 
In particular, this work has, as its aim, the establishment of a possible intervention 
strategy for museum purposes to enhance the complex area of the Santhià’s 
Hydrometric Station: over the years, in fact , the station suffered a slow and steady 
decline, even though the place is considered one of the most important in the history 
of the hydraulics science. 
 
The structure was built in 1893 to study the evolution of water in irrigation canals, it is 
composed of two main elements: the office building, which is similar to many 
architectures "fin de siècle , XIX," and the complex system of basins of measurement 
and experimentation. 
 
The enhancement of the site is supported by its favorable geographical position : the 
Station is, in fact, on the route Turin-Milan and could become a reference site for new 
streams of tourists who will arrive for Expo 2015 in Milan. 
 
The Station was established with a strong identity as a place of study and research, 
and this has been the starting point in the setting out of the project. 
 
The project of restoration and enhancement of structures and buildings has as main 
objectives : 
 
- Equipping the station for a comprehensive set of exhibition, educational, 

documention, hosting and museum spaces that can have its own internal 
technology museum, a reception and information point, a restaurant, an event area, 
a reading room and documentation center  

- Giving a homogeneous architectural and urban arrangement to the complexus area 
and the access roads to support such an increase in public activities that will be 
developed on it 

- Combining the emerging needs with the memory of the ancient destination of the 
complex and its architectural profile 

 



In line with the proposed objectives, the guidelines for the design of interventions 
have been as follows: 
 
- Preserving the spirit of the place with its own specific architectural features, 

restoring the original image and the most significant elements 
- Implementing the new activities as much compatible as possible, in their distribution 

and organization, with the existing structure, to minimize the impact or make clearly 
recognized the new additional parts 

 
One of the biggest challenges has been to identify an exhibition purpose for the great 
surface occupied by the basins of experimentation. 
 
Following the study of the area and the meetings with the managers of the Irrigation 
Association Ovest Sesia, the idea has been to develop the exhibition theme on 
renewable energy sources, a subject supported by the proximity of the hydroelectric 
plant, which would be made available for visits. 
 
Fundamental role is given to the educational value, this is reflected in structures 
devoted to this purpose and plain language used for illustrative panels of the 
exhibition routes. 
 
My main contacts have been two managers of the Irrigation Association Ovest Sesia: 
the president, Eng. Luca Bussandri and Dr. Ombretta Bertolo; both have shown 
interest in this enhancement project, though fully aware of the lack of funds for the 
implementation. 
 
Despite the difficulties of the current economic framework, it would still be important 
even to secure the Station and to clean the basins, allowing the installation of a 
permanent exhibition on irrigation system. 
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Museum's overview 
 
For further information, e-mail: 
Maria Chiara Morganti: chiara_morganti@hotmail.com 
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